“ST. PAUL’S IS A FAMILY OF BELIEVERS IN THE GOSPEL OF
JESUS CHRIST, COMMITTED TO THE FULFILLMENT OF THE
WORD OF GOD”

Church Office….570-474-6616
Pastor - Rev. Michele Kaufman
Home: 570-443-0832
Cell: 570-881-2371
Secretary - Kelly Smolenak Phone: 570-474-6616
Email: info@stpaulsmttop.com

Office Hours
Monday–Friday 8:30 am – 12:30 pm
Sexton – Kim Schuler – 570-332-8013

We are on Facebook! Visit us at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,
Mountain Top, PA and keep in touch with upcoming events.
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Worship Services
8:30 am & 11 am
Sunday school at 9:30 am

November 3rd and 17th 2019
HEALING SERVICE
Our monthly healing service will be held on
Wednesday, November 6th at 11:00 a.m.
We will have a covered dish luncheon following the service.

November 3, 2019 is ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
Much has been said and written about saints. The Augsburg Confession
states:
It is taught among us that saints should be kept in remembrance that
our faith may be strengthened when we see what grace they received
and how they were sustained by faith. Moreover, their good works are
to be an example for us, each of us in his or her own calling (Article XXI).
Join us on Sunday, November 3rd to remember all those, past and
present as we gather to lift up “the body of Christ” and “the communion
of saints.”
Please list those individuals who have died during this past year since
November 3rd, 2018 on the sheet in the Narthex. Roses can be placed
in memory of those who died in previous years but are to be
remembered. Rose order forms are also in the Narthex.
*Orders need to be in by Oct 31st 2019*
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The coming and going of the seasons give us more than
the springtime’s, summers, autumns, and winters of our lives. It
reflects the coming and going of the circumstances of our lives like
the glassy surface of a pond that shows our faces radiant with joy
or contorted with pain.
As I think of the various season of the year, I think about
the various stages of life we experience. Spring time is the
beginning of life. It is a time of growth and change. Soaking up the
knowledge that there is more to life. We watch as our children
begin to grow changing every single day; just as the trees, the
flowers, and the grass grows; knowing and wishing for brighter
days to come. The anticipation of a better and brighter day; a child
learning something new each and every day; growing in size;
changing in appearance. Spring offers hope and promise.
Before we know it we are basking in the warmth of
summer. It is a time to enjoy the beauty of life around us; a time
to venture out, to explore the world' to enjoy time with family and
friends, Summer can be compared to the time of our adolescence;
the joy and carefree being of life; the ability to laugh and play; to
dream and fantasize; a time to chart new directions; absorb
knowledge as the earth absorbs the light; the time to instill morals
and values; to become aware of one’s self. The continued journey
to a destination that awaits us, the responsibilities that we are
destined to inherit, the opportunities and challenges that we will
face in life as we grow older. The time in life when the world can
show its beauty, desire and strength.
Before we know it, the days begin to grow a bit shorter, the
nights grow cooler and we note the changing colors of the trees as
Fall moves in to replace the warmth of summer. The time of being
an adult; where nature begins to go to sleep; we are now adults
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no longer carefree, but responsible; our foundations in place; the
continued strengthening of our lives, as the world strengthens
itself for the next cycle of life. We are now the stage where we are
supposed to be mature, yet continuing our growth of wisdom our
features still changing getting older and hopefully wiser. We have
to plan for our future as the world prepares itself for a new cycle
of life. Building our own families as our parents before us did.
We long for warm days and cool nights as the winter winds
begin to blow and the snow and ice carpet the ground. The days
seem too short; the nights too long as we long for sunny days and
warmer temperatures. Now is the season where we are
considered elderly; the time where the world can appear to be a
cold and lonely place; yet if we planned our lives during the fall
season as adults perhaps it will not be so cold and daunting. The
time where we pass down our knowledge and wisdom to our
grandchildren to help prepare them for their seasons of life. We
begin to become retrospective as well as introspective. We cherish
our families and look forward to when we will rest. Looking to the
next season, or preparing for the conclusion of our season in order
to begin again in another presence or another space; or perhaps
another season as the cycle continues to repeat itself.
This is but the cycle of life and the world. No matter what
season you are in, look forward to the next season. That next
season is capable of being your finest season or your worst
season. But it how you approach that season that will depend on
your outcome. Life is finite but enjoy all of the seasons that you
experience. Enjoy the good and the bad. Know that hope is
eternal just as the seasons are eternal. And be thankful; thankful
for each day; for each experience, for the knowledge The only way
to accept change is to realize that it is inevitable here, that no
matter what we do we can’t keep it from happening, but that it is
all a part of life and the world of which we are a part and in which
we live.
“To everything there is a season and a time and purpose for everything”
Ecclesiastes
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!!!LAST CALL!!! FOR OUR BUS TRIP TO NEW YORK CITY ON
NOVEMBER 8TH TO VISIT THE JEWISH HERITAGE MUSEUM AND
THE AUSCHWITZ DISPLAY. **There are a few seats left if you or
someone you know would like to go. If you are interested,
please contact Pastor immediately! ** The bus is scheduled to
leave St. Paul's at 8:45 am. I suggest taking a snack/light lunch as
the bus will take us directly to the museum. Our tickets are
timed for 12:00 pm. After the visit, we will have time to venture
out until the bus returns for pick up at 6 pm.

REMEMBER TO TURN YOUR CLOCKS BACK ONE HOUR ON
SUNDAY, November 3rd 2019!

BELL CHOIR - Rehearsals for November are:
3rd, 10th, 17th, & 24th 12:15pm until 1pm.

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING:
MONDAY NOVEMBER 11th, 2019 at 6:30pm
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The Movie we will view for November will be “Victoria and
Abdul” on Tuesday, November 12th, beginning at 6:30 pm.
It is an extraordinary true story of a queen and her new best
friend. The movie stars Dame Judi Dench. Abdul Karim, a young
prison clerk from Agra, British Raj, is instructed to travel to England for
Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee in 1887 to present her with a mohur
(a gold coin) that has been minted as a token of appreciation from the
British ruled India.
The queen who is lonely, and tired of her fawning courtiers,
develops an interest in and then a friendship with Abdul. She spends
time with him, and then promotes him to be her Munshi. She asks
him to teach her Urdu and the Qu’ran. When she finds our hes
married she requests his wife join him in England. He does so, and
also brings his mother in law. Their clothes, and other things fascinate
Victoria. As Victoria’s interest grows regarding India, she has the
Durbar Room built at her Isle of Wight home of the Osbourne House
for state functions. It is elaborate with carvings, carpets, portraits of
renowned Indians, and a replica of the Peacock Throne. While Victoria
treats Abdul as a son, his preferment is resented by her household and
inner circle, including her son Bertie, and the Prime Minister. The
household plots to undermine their relationship hoping Abdul returns
home. The Prime Minister’s goal is to get rid of Abdul.

6

PAINT NIGHT is on November 15th at 6:00 pm! The
Class is Full! Thanks to all who signed up!

ST. PAUL’S WILL BE HOLDING A COAT DRIVE
FROM NOW UNTIL NOVEMBER 29th!

We are requesting new or gently used coats to distribute locally.
If you are interested in helping with this project, please let Pastor
know. There will be a Collection Box in the Narthex soon!
“Jesus answered them, He who has two coats, let him share with him
who has none; and he who has food, let him do likewise.” Luke 3:11

Women’s Club of Mt. Top Auction

November 17th 2019 at St. Paul’s
Doors open at 1:30pm, Auction starts at 2pm
A variety of crafts, foods, & gift certificates will be up for bid.
Refreshments will be served as well. Thanks in advance for your
support. We hope to see you there.
-Gaylene Hunter
Women’s Club President
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Who ever thought Bible
Study could be fun???

This is Bible Study like you’ve never
experienced! No homework, no
tests, no previous knowledge. Have
some fun with learning; only 2 hours a week with a
knowledgeable teacher. Snacks provided!
Come join in on the fun in our bible study group. Thursdays at
1pm…We enjoy each other’s company and great conversation.
Bible Trivia: How well do you know your bible?

(Answers are on the last page of the Newsletter)
1. James compared a bit in the mouth of what animal to the
taming of the tongue.
2. James compared what part of a ship to the taming of the
tongue?
3. James said the tongue was like a small spark that could set what
piece of property on fire?
4. According to James 3, what can a person do to all kinds of
animals but not to the human tongue?
5. James wrote in Chapter 3 that the tongue is evil, full of deadly
what?
(For answers to the Bible Trivia, Read James)

The next WELCA MEETING is scheduled for
Wednesday November 13th at 1 pm. Bring scissors
as we will be cutting out coupons. Midge
Oldziejewski is hostess.
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WHITE GIFTS (WELCA) - We are collecting white gifts for
Hazleton Home throughout November 29th. Items include:
tissues, lotions and women’s deodorant. If you prefer you can
give monetary donations to Florence Drum and she will buy the
items needed. Thank you in advance for your generosity.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
November 24th 2019
The Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, November
24th 2019, immediately following the first service.
The 2020 Budget will be presented, and the congregation will
elect Church Council Members.
Plan now to attend! Brunch will follow the meeting.

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED . . . It’s that time once again for
Feed-A-Friend to seek volunteers to help with the sorting, packing
and handing out thanksgiving baskets to those in need. This year
we are seeking volunteers of all ages to help sort food starting
on Saturday, November 23rd from 10-1 pm. On Sunday,
November 24th, we will pack bags with the Sunday School/adults
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can help too. Finally, Distribution day will be Tuesday,
November 26th from 9-1pm to help carry the food to cars. Any
time you can volunteer and help would be greatly appreciated!
Any questions contact Terry Scott at 570-868-7368 or
tjscott805@gmail.com.

4th Wednesday Surprise will be cancelled
this month due to the Thanksgiving Holiday!
October 6, 2019 - Church Council Highlights
1. The Council is looking to host a fund raiser to help
Matt Howton with his medical expenses, as he waits a
heart transplant at the Hershey Medical Center.
2. The Concert for Rebecca has been scheduled for
Friday, November 29th at the Sand Springs Country
Club. This is a fun night, with a great purpose –
Raising awareness and funds to help stop domestic
violence. It is always a fun evening.
3. Construction of Phase One of the Memorial Garden
(stone walkway and cross installation) will begin
during the week of October 13-18th, weather
permitting.
4. The Flea Market was a big success. $345 was raised to
help fund the Memorial Garden. Thanks to Lois Scott
and her family for making this happen.
5. Over $900 was raised from the Pizza Sale. Thanks to
the many volunteers who made this happen.
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6. In May 2020, a group from St. Paul’s will travel to
Saxony, to visit Germany and fellowship with
Lutherans from our Companion Synod. Please contact
Pastor for more information or if you may be
interested in this adventure.
7. The Adult Choir and the Bell Choir have both resumed
following the summer break. We are always looking
for more voices, so please contact Schyler if you are
interested.
8. The new (backup) heater in the Play School classroom
will be installed on Monday, October 14th, when the
children will be off for Columbus Day.
9. The Fall Church Congregational Meeting has been
scheduled for November 24th, between services. This is
when we elect Church Council members and approve
the 2020 budget. Please tell any current Council
member or Pastor, if you would consider helping lead
our church in this way.
10. The Hanging of the Greens and Christmas Dinner has
been scheduled for Sunday, December 8th.
11. On Sunday, December 29th, we will have a single
“Fifth Sunday” service, followed by a potluck brunch.
12. The remaining Council meetings for 2019 will be held
on the following dates: November 11, and December
15th.
As always, all members are welcome to attend Church
Council meetings. We look forward to hearing your ideas,
questions, or feedback during our meetings or at any time.
Submitted by Jim Doxsey
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Friday November 29th 2019,

9th Concert for Rebecca
& All Victims of Domestic Violence.
6:00 pm- 10:30 pm
Sand Springs Country Club
10 Club House Drive, Drums PA
Music by “Don Shappelle & The Pickups Band
with Craig Thatcher”
“John Lukas”

PLUS GUEST SPEAKERS: D.A. Stefanie Salavantis,
Tammy Rodgers, and Pat Rushton

FREE ADMISSION! ALL DONATIONS will be sent to:
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SERVICE CENTER
VICTIM’S RESOURCE CENTER
BASKET Raffles Will Be Held too!
Please pass this along to everyone you know!
Thank you for all your help in fighting evil...
Terry, Teresa, Michelle, Timmy
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Dear Friends in Christ,
We have so much to celebrate as we complete Always Being
Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA, the first comprehensive
campaign for this church. Through the generousity of members
and congregations across this church, ELCA ministries received
$250 million --$195 million in cash and multiyear commitments,
as well as $55 million in planned gifts –to continue, strengthen
and expand their work here and with our global companions
around the world. Thank you.
To view the final impact report, visit this link online. If you want
the printed copy please let the secretary know and she can print
you one.
https://www.elca.org/assets/Campaign/Campaign_Impact_Rep
ort/mobile/index.html
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DO YOU HAVE A SPECIAL EVENT or
SOMEONE YOU WISH TO HONOR?
Nov. 3rd
Merliee Wisler
Nov. 10th
no flowers
th
Nov. 17
Fred W. Grey III
th
Nov. 24
no flowers
There are many dates available to sponsor Altar Flowers, Bulletins and
the Newsletter for 2018. Charts/sign-up sheets are on the bulletin
board. Why not honor a loved one or a significant occasion by
sponsoring these items?
Flowers: $32/week
Bulletins: $10/week

Get your DECEMBER Newsletter submissions
into Kelly NO LATER THAN FRIDAY NOVEMBER 15TH! Please
leave your submissions in her mailbox, call her at 570-4746616 or email her at info@stpaulsmttop.com

YARN SPINNERS
We will continue to work on the prayer shawls
and baptismal blankets for Pastor. Thank you to
all.

ALUMINUM CANS

Make a positive impact on the environment by saving your
aluminum cans. Aluminum cans can be deposited in the bin
behind the church. All earned money goes to St. Paul’s!
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YARN SPINNERS

We are currently working on lap robes for St. Luke’s
Marjorie Lou Anthony will take them over to St. Luke’s for
distribution. We will continue to work on the prayer
shawls and baptismal blankets for Pastor.

COFFEE CANS FLOWERS Please save your green plastic

coffee cans (leave labels on) as we need these for the flowers that
we use to take to the shut-ins. Please bring into the church.

BOARD GAME DAY Every third Wednesday, at 1:00
pm. at the church will be board game day. Please bring your
favorite game and a snack to share. Come on out and have some
fun.

A reminder we’d like your loose change!

Clean out your pockets and check under your car seats!
Please donate your loose change for our Sunday school.

ST. PAUL’S HOAGIE GANG

Sign up for DELICIOUS hoagies! Watch for the
sign-up sheet on the narthex bulletin board.
All orders must be in by the previous Sunday, which in this case
will be, Sunday, Nov 17th with a pick up date of Nov. 21st at 9:30
am. The costs of the hoagies are $4.00 each. *If you want your
meat and toppings separated, please indicate that on the sign-up
15

sheet. All monies earned go to benefit the church. They’re
available the 3rd Thursday of each month.

THRIVENT ACTION TEAMS

A reminder to all standing Thrivent members...Please
make a phone call, and ask that your Thrivent Choice dollars be
directed to St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Mountaintop,
Pennsylvania. It is yet another way your Thrivent dollars can help
support St. Paul's!
Thrivent is a membership organization of Christians who
want to be wise with money and live generously. Members are
individuals who have invested in Thrivent's various financial
products. There are various benefits as a Thrivent member. One
particular program involves Thrivent Action teams. Twice a year,
members can apply for a $250 grant to get a fundraiser
educational program or service project off the ground. Are you
interested in learning more as to how you can help St. Paul’s and
“seed” new or existing projects? Please contact Pastor Michele for
more information.

FOOD BANK

Please remember that the first Sunday of each month has
been declared “FOOD BANK DAY” and we ask that members
remember those less fortunate by bringing non-perishable food
items in order to keep up with the demand for food. OTHER
ITEMS THEY CURRENTLY NEED ARE: Coffee, Peanut Butter, jelly,
ketchup, dry soup, pudding, Jell-O mixes, popcorn, pork & beans,
canned tomatoes, canned soup, mustard, mayonnaise, tuna,
macaroni & cheese, pasta (ex. Spaghetti), peas, canned pasta, and
noodles.

16

COMING UP IN DECEMBER:

WELCA Tree Trimming
will be on Sunday December 1st 2019 at 3pm
We will order Pizza and have salad and dessert for all attendees!
We hope you can help decorate!

Any Questions, contact Florence Pedley or Gerri Herron.

ADVENT DEVOTIONS

I know this may be hard to believe, but Christmas is
just around the corner!
Advent is the period of four Sundays and weeks before
Christmas. Advent means 'Coming' in Latin. This is the
coming of Jesus into the world. Christians use this time to
prepare and remember the real meaning of Christmas.
There are three meanings of 'coming' that Christians
describe in Advent. The first, and most thought of, happened
about 2000 years ago when Jesus came into the world as a
baby to live as a man and die for us. The second can happen
now as Jesus wants to come into our lives now. And the third
will happen in the future when Jesus comes back to the world
as King and Judge, not a baby.
In preparation for Christmas, you are invited to prepare
your hearts with the Word of God. Pastor Kaufman offers
daily devotions in preparation for the coming of the Christ
Child. Please sign up to receive daily devotions in hard copy
or by email.
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ST. PAUL’S CHRISTMAS DINNER

On Sunday, December 8th 2019 at 5:30 p.m., you and your

family are invited to join us for “A Christmas Celebration.” We will
gather to enjoy a family-style Christmas dinner with all the
trimmings from Paluck’s Catering! A sign-up sheet will be on the
table in the Narthex with all the details soon.
The cost will be $10 per person.

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING OUR DINNER…

We would like to extend an invitation to all our members, friends
and family of the congregation to come celebrate the “Hanging of
the Greens” service on Sunday, December 8th at 7:00 p.m.
The Hanging of the Greens Service will take you on a journey of
what the Holy Season of Advent means and how we prepare
ourselves for Christ’s arrival. There will be special music, readings
on the significance of the decorations used throughout this
season.
This service will give us a sense of what we may be missing
throughout the holiday season. We as Americans with our hectic
lives, get very caught up in working, cooking, baking, shopping,
etc. Please come and enjoy this special event and find ways to
put Christ back in Christmas.
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ON SUNDAY DECEMBER 15TH THE SUNDAY
SCHOOL CHILDREN WILL BE GOING CHRISTMAS CAROLING!
Christmas Caroling will take place at the Mountain Top Senior
Living Center at 2pm. Please bring your children to the Senior
Living Center by 1:50pm. The residents love listening to them
sing!

IT’S THAT TIME OF THE YEAR AGAIN . . . All reports are due by
December 16th 2019. Please place reports in either the secretary
mailbox or at the office. You can also email reports to
info@stpaulsmttop.com

SICK OR IN THE HOSPITAL?
WOULD YOU LIKE A VISIT FROM PASTOR?

If you are in the hospital, please let us know. We care about you, and
we would like to pray for you. If you would like Pastor to make a visit for
any particular reason, please contact Pastor directly or leave a message
with the church secretary and Pastor will contact you to schedule a
time. YOU ARE IMPORTANT TO US, but we cannot address what we
don’t know.

PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR: Ben Austin, Georgina

Becker, DJ Bianco, Kari Stewart-Bonczewski, Austin Bowman,
Hank Boyle, Sondra Brophy, Christopher Burge, Betty Cauchi, Kim
Collum, Jay Crandall, Claire Daley, Harlon Davis, Pauline Dennis,
David Dewald, Brianne Dileo, Allen Drum, Carisa Drum, Carol
Duffy, Bob Dunlap, Evelyn Evans, Lynne Fazio, Bob Flynn, Robert
Ganski, Steven Ganski, Eileen Garinger, Robert Gasper, Joshua
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Hank, Cassandra Hank, Shawn Henning, Joyce Hocko, Pat Hoovler,
Ian Hunter, Mary Beth Innamorati, Craig Jacobs, Ruth Jakubowski,
Gary Keller, Alice Kershinski, Jeannine Ksiaskiewicz, Barbara
Macko, Amy Maher, Dale Major, Wayne Mast, Shari Meister,
James Mendygral, Mary Alice McCloskey, McCale McQuire, Patty
Mellow, Tony Mohl, Roberta and Jim Mohr, Cheryl Myers, Jilie
O’Boyle, Wendy P, Andrew Richner, Virginia (Ginger) Rinehimer,
Steven Reeves, Michele Reed, Teresa Renninger, Diane Rosa,
Cathy Ruiter, Andrew Ruth, Dale Scott, Carl Schultz, Joe Seymour,
Stephen Shaffer, Robert F. Shultz, Joanne Stevens, Lael Swank,
Carl Swithers, Ruth Thomas, Matthew Walker, Jeanne Wallace,
Pauline Weber, Loretta Z

IN ADDITION TO THOSE HAVING HEALTH PROBLEMS we ask
that you pray for all the men and women who are serving in
the Armed Forces. Matthew Hewson, Wayne Kaufman,
Richard Mester, Patrick Murphy, Brandon Passman,
Anthony Porrecha, Jr., Christian Yurkanin.
A reminder to all our newer families: Please remember to
submit anniversary and a list of birthdays for members of
your family so we as a church family can recognize these
special occasions! You can put them in the secretary box in the
narthex or email info@stpaulsmttop.com.
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Mark Hollock
Brent Fenstermacher
Danielle Wayda
Kim Handlong
Becky Mergo
Denise Walser
Mark Domzalski
David Drum
Debra Romig
Eugene Bolka
Kelly Smolenak
Michele Kaufman
John Davies
Nicole Burke
Michael Troell
Linda Delong
Virginia Eyerman
Pam Sampolski
Bob Johnson
Tom Plasson
Pat Hoovler
Matthieu Lacoste
Emily Edwards
Laura Anderson
Kelsey Hashagen

4th
5th
5th
6th
6th
9th
11th
11th
11th
13th
13th
17th
17th
19th
22nd
23rd
23rd
23rd
23rd
23rd
25th
25th
26th
26th
27th
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Lois Danna
Isabella Firth

29th
29th

Mariann & Paul Eyerman
Suzanne & Josh Fisher
Debby & John Patrician
Sally & Tom Jarmiolowski
Noreen & Steve Yodoff

6th/’82
7th/’98
15th/’76
20th/’71
27th/’76
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Answers to the Bible Trivia
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Horse
Rudder
A Forest
Tame it
Poison
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