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“ST. PAUL’S IS A FAMILY OF BELIEVERS IN THE GOSPEL OF 
JESUS CHRIST, COMMITTED TO THE FULFILLMENT OF THE 

WORD OF GOD” 
 

Church Office….570-474-6616 

Pastor - Rev. Michele Kaufman 
Home: 570-443-0832        Cell:  570-881-2371 

 

Secretary - Kelly Smolenak Phone: 570-474-6616 
Email: info@stpaulsmttop.com 

 

*Fall/Winter Office Hours* 
Monday–Friday 8:30 am – 12:30 pm 

(Please note: Secretary is out of office Sept. 23-27th 2019) 
 

Sexton – Kim Schuler – 570-332-8013 
 
 

 
We are on Facebook! Visit us at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Mountain 

Top, PA and keep in touch with upcoming events. 
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Worship Service 

September 1st…9:30 am 

FALL/WINTER– 
On September 8th we will resume our regular service hours of 

8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
 

 

      September 1st, 15th, 29th 2019 

 

 
Our monthly Healing Service is scheduled for 
Wednesday, September 4th, 2019 at 11:00 a.m. 

with a potluck lunch following. 
 
 

On Sunday, September 29th we will celebrate the Festival of 
Harvest Home. Harvest Home is an opportunity to thank God for 
the many blessings that have been bestowed upon us. We forget 
how truly blessed we are, forgetting that many around the world 

struggle day to day. The service focuses on the season of plenty, so 
we ask that you bring in items that can help stock our Food Bank 
but as in previous years, we also are looking to collect items that 
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can help fill our Feed-a-Friend baskets. For each item collected, we 
will match a dollar to purchase more through a Thrivent grant! 

                                                                              
         

5th Sunday Gathering 
One service at 9:30 a.m. 

      Please remember that church council agreed to honor 5th 
Sunday as an opportunity to bring the 8:30 and 11 a.m. Services 
together to worship, followed by a covered dish luncheon/brunch. 
We never go hungry and always enjoy each other's company! 
 

OUR NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING: 
             September 8th 2019 at 6:30 pm 

             
 

 
  
As many of you know, last week the ELCA Churchwide Assembly 

adopted a resolution that, among other things, declared the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) a sanctuary 

denomination. Many of you are asking, “What does this mean?” 
  

Our call to love our neighbor is central to our faith. In our 
baptismal covenant we promise to strive for peace and justice in 

all the world. One of the ways we live out this vow is through 
our commitment to welcoming the stranger. With this 
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declaration, we publicly state that walking alongside refugees 
and immigrants is a matter of faith. 

 

 

 
 

   

   

 

  

You will be hearing more in the future as we learn how this  
statement affects not only our congregation but the church at  
large.  The issues surrounding immigration are complicated.  
The system is broken. Our goal is to serve those who truly  



 
 

5 

need our assistance. 
 

                        
    Sunday School starts September 8, 2019 at 9:30 am, 

     Come and see what activities we have planned for this year! 
     We have a very special program planned for all of you. Some 
     very SPECIAL guests will be joining us on Opening Day! 
 
 

A MEMORIAL GARDEN UPDATE – 
Stubs Landscaping of Mountain Top will begin the work on 

Phase One of the Memorial Garden in September. This 
phase will install the cross shaped ash garden, the 

handicapped accessible walkways to and around the cross. 
Phase Two will occur next spring, in which we will plant the 
landscaping around the perimeter.  There will be no charge 

for church members to have their ashes interred in our 
Memorial Garden.  ***The cost for the stonework will be over 
$11,000. **If you would like to contribute any amount to this 

project, please use the special envelopes provided on the 
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narthex table and bulletin board. All contributors will be 
recognized on a permanent marker in the garden area.   If you 

are interested in in using a Thrivent Action Team card to 
help with purchasing the landscaping, that would also very 

much be appreciated.   
Thank you in advance for your support, and if you have 

additional ideas, please see Jim Doxsey. 

 

 
FLEA MARKET September 14th 2019 

at St. Paul’s, 8-1 pm 
*Tables available Outdoor only, Indoor are sold out! 

Please contact Lois Scott 570-239-7421 
 

 
A Pizza Sale in conjunction with Flea Market will also 

take place on Friday September 13th 6-8 pm & 
September 14th 8-1 pm. 

 
 

 



 
 

7 

Monday, September 16, at 6:30 pm 

The true story of a heroic man, Hunter "Patch" Adams, 
determined to become a medical doctor because he enjoys 
helping people. He ventured where no doctor had ventured 

before, using humor and pathos.   

4th Wednesday Surprise! 

What is 4th Wednesday Surprise? In August we had a 

wonderful trip to the Molly McGuire’s in Jim Thorpe. 

Darren, the owner, prepared a special menu for our group. 

Who knows where we'll end up in September! Mark your 

calendars now and join us on Wednesday, September 25th. We 

will meet at 11:30 at St. Paul's and carpool to our destination. 

Bring along a friend! Everybody's welcome! 

 

SYNOD SUMMER ROAD TRIP 2019:  

The Eastern Ice Cream Tour 
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We have a big year ahead of us (MISSION: Bishop 
Election!) and a need as a Synod to begin a time of 

serious discernment. But no one said serious 
contemplation need be without some serious 

fulfillment of the sweet tooth. In the spirit of the State 
of Pennsylvania's Ice Cream Tour, the Bishop and I bring 

you... The Synod (End of) Summer Ice Cream Tour! 

Why an ice cream tour? 

      The tour is born from a desire to reach out 
across the area in some new and engaging ways in 
order to spark discussions about the future of the 
church, our Synod, and our identity and missional 
direction into the future. We are the church 
TOGETHER, and in such an important year as this, 
we must start conversations early to allow time for 
participation and meaningful, personal discussion 
and feedback around these topics. The MISSION 
involves everyone, and I am on a quest to engage 
as many as possible. 

 What's the tour schedule? 

    The bishop and I selected some regionally 
famous / popular ice cream stops that we felt 
were as central as possible to as many of our 
churches as possible. 

What will happen at each stop? 



 
 

9 

     In addition to the fun and fellowship that is 
sharing ice cream together, there will be likely be 
a moment or three for the Bishop to share a few 
words, and I will be setting up an area where 
those who gather can share their thoughts via 
written word and interactive question stations 
(low tech - think post-its and display boards, no 
need to download apps!) *If you have a question 
you'd like to post to those who gather, please feel 
free to send it to me!* Please note that ice cream 
/ food purchases are up to the individuals 
attending, and no purchases are necessary to 
come and participate! Also, you do not need to 
arrive exactly at the starting time, nor is anyone 
obligated to stay the 2 hours we will be there. All 
are encouraged to come and go as they wish. 

Then what? 

After we have completed the tour, the Bishop and 
I will compile and share what we have learned 
with you. It is our hope that what we learn will be 
helpful guidance for us as a Synod and for our 
Synodical leaders in many ways, including and 
especially our discernment of our next Bishop and 
the future of the NEPA Synod.                

                                      -Kristen Edelman-Weiner, VP 
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Because we live on the edge of two different 
Mission Districts, we have the opportunity to go in 
either direction. You can meet the Bishop and 
Kristen at: 

On August 31st from 7:00 - 9:00 PM   Milkhouse 
Creamery, West Hazleton  190 Susquehanna Blvd. 

                                       Or 

SUNDAY, September 22nd    4:00 - 6:00 PM   The 
Lands at Hillside Farms, Shavertown  (Luzerne 
County)  65 Hillside Road 

 
 

LUTHERAN DAY A SUCCESS! 
       Thank you for participating on August 18th as we gathered 
with members of our local Lutheran churches for worship, 
fellowship, food and good conversation. A special word of thanks 
to all who helped make the day a success! 
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September 1st     Leeann Whitaker 
September 8th     Heather Davies 

September 15th   Leeann Whitaker 
September 22nd  Merliee Wisler      
September 29th   *date available 
 
There are several dates available to 

sponsor Altar Flowers, Bulletins and the Newsletter for 2019. 
Charts/sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board.  Why not honor a loved 
one or a significant occasion by sponsoring these items?   
 

Flowers:  $32/week        Bulletins:  $10/week 
 
MAKE A POSITIVE IMPACT ON THE WORLD… 

  Consider taking advantage of the USAgain  
container behind church! 

        

By partnering together, we help to make a positive impact worldwide on 
3 different levels. 

1) Clothe the world. Help offer affordable clothing choices to 70% 
of the world’s population and stimulate economic growth 
globally. 

2) Combat climate change and reduce pollution. Seven pounds of 
CO2 emissions and 1,400 gallons of water are saved for each 
pound of textiles recycled. 

3) Create local green jobs. Reusing clothing employs 85 times more 
workers than landfills and incinerators do on a per ton basis. 

             Deposit clothing, shoes and household textiles like sheets, 
drapes, towels, etc. that you no longer use. They accept clothing, 
footwear, accessories and linens of all styles, sizes and colors. Use the 
bin behind the church. It’s that simple! 
 
 

Who ever thought Bible Study 
could be fun??? 
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This is Bible Study like you’ve never experienced!  No homework, 
no tests, no previous knowledge. Have some fun with learning; 

only 2 hours a week with a knowledgeable teacher. Snacks 
provided!  Come join in on the fun in our bible study group. 

Everyone is welcome! Thursdays at 1pm…We enjoy each other’s 
company and great conversation. 

 
 

Bible Trivia: How well do you know your bible? 
1. What 3 things in nature did Jesus use as examples for not 

worrying? 
2. What 2 things did Jesus say we must seek first before anything 

else? 
3. What did Jesus tell us we should remove from our own eye 

before potining out the speck of sawdust in someone else’s eye? 
4. What peiece of jewelry did Jesus tell us not to toss to pigs, as a 

figure of speech? 
5. What did Jesus say a father will not give his son if the son asked 

for bread? 
 

 

(For answers to the Bible Trivia, Read Matthew 6 & 7) 
                    (Answers are on the last page of the Newsletter) 

 
The Next WELCA meeting is scheduled for 

Wednesday September 11th 2019. Leeann Whitaker is hostess. 
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August 12, 2019 Church Council Highlights 

 
1. The church offices summer hours remain on Tuesday and 

Thursday from 8:30 am to 1:30 pm, until the first week of 
September. 

2. There will be one outdoor service on Sunday, August 18 
with several other local Lutheran Churches, with a potluck-
picnic to follow. 

3. Church council authorized awarding a contract for the 
Memorial Garden stone walkway and cross installation to 
Justin Rinehimer of Stubbs Landscaping in Mountain Top. 
This initial phase should be started in September. 

4. The Adult Choir will be resuming in September.  We are 
looking for more voices, so please contact Schyler if you 
are interested. 

5. The Memorial Garden Doll House raffle was held on July 
3rd, and over $400 was raised. The doll house was built and 
donated by my 93-year-old uncle, Jim Byrnes of Lake 
Ariel, PA. 

6. We will host a Flea Market and Pizza Sale on Saturday, 
September 14th. 

7. A third speaker was added to the rear of the Sanctuary. 

8. A replacement heater for the Play School room will be 
installed shortly. 

9. Future Council meetings for 2019 will be held on the 
following dates: September 8, October 13, November 11, 
and December 15th. 
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As always, all members are welcome to attend Church Council 
meetings. We look forward to hearing your ideas, questions, or 
feedback during our meetings or at any time. 

 
Submitted by Jim Doxsey 

 
 

 
TO EVERYONE WHO DONATED TO SPOONS AND SOUP FOR VETS- IT 
WAS A HUGE SUCCESS! We collected 132 cans of soup, and over 800 

Spoons. A big thank you to Florence Drum and her crew for all of your 
hard work! 

 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO DONATED FOR OPERATION 
BACKPACK! WE COLLECTED A VERY LARGE QUANTITY OF SCHOOL 
SUPPLIES THAT WILL SURELY HELP LOCAL KIDS IN NEED START OFF THE 
SCHOOL YEAR RIGHT! 

A LOOK AHEAD… 

 DO YOU LOVE TO PAINT AND BE ARTISTIC? OR ARE 
YOU READY TO TRY SOMETHING NEW? WE WILL BE HOLDING A 

PAINT NIGHT OCTOBER 4th at 6:00 pm!  
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More details to come...Including a signup sheet in the Narthex! 
 

CRAFT/TALENT AUCTION INFO! 
The Baking of Apple Dumplings will be on 

Saturday, October 26th 2019. 
A Signup sheet will be in Narthex. 

This leads us to the TALENT AUCTION where the 
APPLE DUMPLINGS are sure to be a hit! 

 

 
 

 THIS YEAR’S TALENT & CRAFT AUCTION IS SCHEDULED FOR 
SUNDAY OCTOBER 27TH! The doors open for browsing at 5:30 PM 
and the AUCTION begins at 6:00 PM.  For those of you who are 
new members, this is when we let our talents shine and have lots 
of fun doing it.  It may be that you have hobbies that are very 
creative and you can produce something magnificent in that way.  
Or, maybe you’d like to offer your time by babysitting, raking 
leaves or other fall yard work, or shoveling snow for someone who 
cannot do this anymore, or helping someone paint a room in their 
house, etc.  Gardeners can produce beautiful flowers and plants, 
or bakers can produce some goodies, or cooks can prepare a few 
meals for a shut-in. Or holiday decorating, hand stitched item, etc.  
Bring donations in that morning. Every one of us has a skill of 
some sort that can be auctioned off.  We are certain you can come 
up with something that would be of value.  If you haven’t started 
yet, now is the time to get your thinking caps on and come up 
with something that will reap a benefit for WELCA’s treasury.  
WELCA has done so much for our church through the years, and 
now it’s our time to help them so that they can continue doing 
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good for not only our church but the community as well.   Apple 
dumplings will be served at the auction and usually leftovers are 
sold at the end of the auction.  Any questions, please call Sue 
Henahan at 570-474-6558.  Thank you in advance! 
 
 

ALUMINUM CANS 
    Be contentious about the environment and make a positive 
impact by saving your aluminum cans. Aluminum cans can be 
deposited in the bin behind the church.  Monies collected from 
the sale of the cans will benefit our church! The cans were 
recently taken to Allen Industries. We received over $200! 
 
 
YARN SPINNERS 

We are currently working on lap robes for St. Luke’s 
Marjorie Lou Anthony will take them over to St. Luke’s for 
distribution. We will continue to work on the prayer         

shawls and baptismal blankets for Pastor.   
 
 

COFFEE CANS FLOWERS Please save your green plastic 
coffee cans (leave labels on) as we need these for the flowers that 
we use to take to the shut-ins.  Please bring into the church. 

BOARD GAME DAY Every third Wednesday, at 1:00 
pm. at the church will be board game day.  Please bring your 
favorite game and a snack to share.  Come on out and have some 
fun.   
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ST. PAUL’S HOAGIE GANG 

THE HOAGIE GROUP NEEDS NEW 
VOLUNTEERS! IF YOU CAN HELP, PLEASE 

CONTACT THE CHURCH SECRETARY FOR MORE INFORMATION 
570-474-6616. MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK! 
 

Sign up for DELICIOUS hoagies! Watch for the sign-up sheet on the 
narthex bulletin board. All orders must be in by the previous 
Sunday, which in this case will be, Sunday, September 15th with a 
pick up date of September 19th 2019.  The costs of the hoagies 
are $4.00 each. The sign-up sheet is on the narthex bulletin board. 
Thank YOU! All monies earned go to benefit the church. They’re 
available the 3rd Thursday of each month except December.   

 
MaineSource Giveback Program 

 

The MaineSource GiveBack Program is a unique way of giving 
back to the community.  It is a free year-round fundraising 

program with no selling involved. 
Any time a member of the church swipes their GiveBack card, 
those purchases will count towards our church’s cumulative 
total. Every purchase you make, from meat to produce and 

everything in between, counts towards our rebate. Pick up a 
form and return it to the church today.  This past month we 

received a check for over $200! Thank you! 
(Forms are on the table in the Narthex) 

 
 
 

 
 

Get your submissions into Kelly by September 16, 2019. You can 
leave your information in her mailbox, call her at the office or 

email her at info@stpaulsmttop.com 

mailto:info@stpaulsmttop.com
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FOOD BANK                                       
Please remember that the first Sunday of each month has been 

declared “FOOD BANK DAY” and we ask that members remember those 
less fortunate by bringing non-perishable food items in order to keep up 
with the demand for food. OTHER ITEMS THEY CURRENTLY NEED ARE: 
Coffee, Peanut Butter, jelly, ketchup, dry soup, pudding, Jell-O mixes, 
popcorn, pork & beans, canned tomatoes, canned soup, mustard, 
mayonnaise, tuna, macaroni & cheese, pasta (ex. spaghetti), peas, 
canned pasta, and noodles, beets, boxed brownies, and cake mixes. 
 

 
A reminder we’d like your loose change!  
Clean out your pockets and check under your car 
seats! Please donate your loose change for our 

Sunday school. 
 

 
SICK OR IN THE HOSPITAL? 

WOULD YOU LIKE A VISIT FROM PASTOR? 
      If you are in the hospital, please let us know. We care about 

you, and we would like to pray for you. If you would like Pastor to 
make a visit for any particular reason, please contact Pastor 

directly or leave a message with the church secretary and Pastor 
will contact you to schedule a time. YOU ARE IMPORTANT TO US, 

but we cannot address what we don’t know. 
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PRAYERS REQUESTED FOR:  Ben Austin, Georgina Becker, DJ Bianco, 
Kari Stewart-Bonczewski, Austin Bowman, Hank Boyle, Sondra Brophy, 
Christopher Burge, Betty Cauchi, Kim Collum, Jay Crandall, Claire Daley, 
The Dalon Family, Harlon Davis, Pauline Dennis, David Dewald, Brianne 
Dileo, Allen Drum, Carisa Drum, Carol Duffy, Bob Dunlap, Evelyn Evans, 
Lynne Fazio, Robert Ganski, Steven Ganski, Eileen Garinger, Robert 
Gasper, Joshua Hank, Cassandra Hank, Shawn Henning, Joyce Hocko, Pat 
Hoovler, Ian Hunter, Mary Beth Innamorati, Craig Jacobs, Ruth 
Jakubowski, Gary Keller, Alice Kershinski, Plair Koch, Jeannine 
Ksiaskiewicz, Barbara Macko, Amy Maher, Dale Major, Wayne Mast, 
Shari Meister,  James Mendygral, Mary Alice McCloskey, McCale 
McQuire, Patty Mellow, Tony Mohl, Roberta and Jim Mohr, Cheryl 
Myers, Jilie O’Boyle, Irene Pritchard, Andrew Richner, Steven Reeves, 
Michele Reed, Teresa Renninger, Diane Rosa, Cathy Ruiter, Dale Scott, 
Carl Schultz, Joe Seymour, Stephen Shaffer, Robert F. Shultz, Leona 
Stemrich, Joanne Stevens, Lael Swank, Ruth Thomas, Jason Ungarian, 
Matthew Walker, Jeanne Wallace, Pauline Weber, Loretta Z 
 
 
IN ADDITION TO THOSE HAVING HEALTH PROBLEMS we ask that you 
pray for all the men and women who are serving in the Armed Forces. 
Matthew Hewson, Wayne Kaufman, Richard Mester, Patrick Murphy, 
Brandon Passman, Anthony Porrecha, Jr., Christian Yurkanin.  

A reminder to all our newer families: Please remember to 
submit anniversary and a list of birthdays for members of your 

family so we as a church family can recognize these special 
occasions! 

 
September Birthdays 
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Kimberly Hartzell 1st 
Laurie Lawson 2nd 
Michael Weiss 3rd 
Aryanna Burke 5th 
Alexandra Howton 6th 
George Yeager 7th 
Janelle Williams 8th 
Jennifer Mehalick 9th 
Morgan Novosel 9th 
Mark Weibel 9th 
Abigail Davies 9th 
Abby Kaster 10th 
Peter Swerdon 11th 
Corey Hashagen 12th 
Mary Gasper   13th 
Doug Nagle 14th 
Albert Drum 16th 
Nancy Eckhart 17th 
Bonnie Stewart 19th 
Colleen Drum 21st 
Teresa Renninger 24th 
Jordan Peters 26th 
Allison Slavish 26th 
Redmond Lines 27th 
Alex Walser   27th 
Paul Hildebrand 29th 
Beth  Eckert 29th 
Joann Lawson 30th 
Philip Kaufman 30th 
 

 
SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
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Carol & George Yeager 2nd /’78 
Tricia & Jon Russell 5th /’98 
Donna & Brent Fenstermacher 10th /’77 
Judy & Ted Hollock 14th /’63 
Mary Ruth & Steven Lasoski 14th /’74 
Wendy & Matt Howton 22nd /’90 
Angie & Christopher Burke 32rd /’90 
Teresa & Terry Renninger 24th /’80 
Renee & Sebastian Lacoste 26th /’98 
Terri & Jim Edwards 29th /’84 
 
 
 
Answers to the Bible Trivia 

 

1) Birds, Lilies, Grass 
2) His Kingdom, and His Righteousness 
3) Plank/Stick of Wood 
4) Pearls 
5) Stone 

 


	MAKE A POSITIVE IMPACT ON THE WORLD…
	Deposit clothing, shoes and household textiles like sheets, drapes, towels, etc. that you no longer use. They accept clothing, footwear, accessories and linens of all styles, sizes and colors. Use the bin behind the church. It’s that simple!

