“ST. PAUL’S IS A FAMILY OF BELIEVERS IN THE GOSPEL OF
JESUS CHRIST, COMMITTED TO THE FULFILLMENT OF THE
WORD OF GOD”

Church Office….570-474-6616
Pastor - Rev. Michele Kaufman

Home: 570-443-0832

Cell: 570-881-2371

Secretary - Kelly Smolenak Phone: 570-474-6616
Email: info@stpaulsmttop.com

Office Hours
Monday–Friday 8:30 am – 12:30 pm
Sexton – Kim Schuler – 570-332-8013

We are on Facebook! Visit us at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,
Mountain Top, PA and keep in touch with upcoming events.
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Worship Service
8:30 am & 11:00 am

October 6th, 27th 2019

Our monthly Healing Service is scheduled for
Wednesday, October 2nd, 2019 at 11:00 a.m.
with a potluck lunch following.

World Communion Sunday is October 6th…
It’s a celebration observed by several Christian
denominations, taking place on the first Sunday of every
October, that promotes Christian unity and ecumenical
cooperation. It focuses on an observance of the Eucharist.
The tradition began in 1933 by Hugh Thomson Kerr who
ministered in the Shadyside Presbyterian Church.
World Communion Sunday offers congregations a distinctive
opportunity to experience Holy Communion in the context of
the global community of faith. The first Sunday of October
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has become a time when Christians in every culture break
bread and pour the cup to remember and affirm Christ as the
Head of the Church.
On that day, they remember that they are part of the whole
body of believers. Whether shared in a grand cathedral, a
mud hut, outside on a hilltop, in a meetinghouse, or in a
storefront, Christians celebrate the communion liturgy in as
many ways as there are congregations. World Communion
Sunday can be both a profound worship experience, and a
time for learning more about our wider community of faith.

The Blessing of Animals is an outdoor
worship service held each year on the Sunday in October
closest to the Feast Day of St. Francis (October 4th). Francis
is the patron saint of animals, whose love for all creatures
was legendary, he inspires us to remember that all
creatures are created by God.
This service will be held here at St. Paul's, on Sunday,
October 6th beginning at 1:30 p.m. and is open to the
public. All well-mannered pets are invited. **Please do not
bring aggressive animals** All creatures are welcome to
receive the blessing (in baskets, containers, or on leashes as
needed to protect them from other nearby animals). You
are also invited to bring photos of beloved pets who have
passed away but are still near and dear to our hearts. So
bring your dogs, cats, birds, ferrets, gerbils, guinea pigs,
horses, snakes and even your fish for a sweet, loving,
hands-on blessing. We will meet indoors in the case of
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inclement weather.
Our animal friends are a blessing to us, so it is fitting that
once a year we can offer them a blessing as well. Water and
treats will be provided for our animal friends. What a
wonderful way to celebrate their presence among us!

OUR NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING:
October 6, 2019 at 6:30 pm

ADULT VOCAL CHOIR
Rehearsal, October 6th 12:15-1:00 pm
Dress Rehearsal, 13th 12:15-1:00 pm
Choir Services, October 20th Report at 8 am and 10:45 am

Bell Choir
We are now recruiting new members for our Bell Choir!
Signup sheet and rehearsal schedules are in the Narthex.
Please see Schyler with any questions.
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As the year wears down, the days become shorter, the nights
longer and darker. All people, both in our time and in ancient time, turn
to questions of human mortality and the future of the earth. A religious
understanding of the world says that God is the Creator, and God is at
the center of the world. The reason that the Bible is such a strange and
alien world to many people in our time is because the essential
assumption of the Bible is that God created the world and all that is in
it, and God is guiding the world, his creation, to its fulfillment. The
means with which God does that is "time."
That is so difficult for us to grasp because we have been taught that
time belongs to us, time is neutral, time is something we can shape to
our own use. We are taught, if you want to be a success, then you make
the most of your time. You manage your time. Above all, as your mother
told you, do not waste time. We are taught to organize time.
That is why we have clocks, and calendars. We put down what we are
supposed to do, when we are supposed to do it, so we can organize
time. Time is organized into neat segments so that we can control it. It
is as if time were neutral, a raw material there for us to use. It is there
for us to fill. It is there for us to make significant.
But in the Bible, time is already significant, because it belongs to
God. Time is the means that God uses to accomplish his will. In the
Bible, therefore, the advice to us is not to be up and doing, but to be
patient. "O rest in the Lord, wait patiently for him." "Those who wait for
the Lord shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be
weary, they shall walk and not faint."
One of the most important phrases in the Bible is, "The fullness of
time." That means that when the time is right, God will act. God decides
when the time is right, not us. We don't make it happen. It happens
when God wills that it will happen.
I believe we must use time to our advantage. So often we place our
trust in everything except God. But God is patient; God is there waiting
for us to return. Are you aware going to church dramatically improves
your health? The Harvard study confirms other research that has found
beneficial health effects from faith:
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A Duke University study found religiously active people have lower
blood pressure. People with religious faith have less mental illness.
People who attend church once a week or more are less likely to be
hospitalized. Members of prayer groups have lower heart attack risk.
I encourage you to make time for God .Strengthening that
relationship will impact everything else. Maximize the use of your time
to your advantage. See you soon!

DO YOU LOVE TO PAINT AND BE ARTISTIC?
OR ARE YOU READY TO TRY SOMETHING NEW?
WE WILL BE HOLDING A PAINT NIGHT OCTOBER 4th at 6:00 pm!
A signup sheet is in the Narthex there are a few spots left!

PIZZA PARTY INFORMATIONAL
GATHERING

Sunday, October 6th from 4:00-6:00 p.m.
Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and their adult leaders
from across the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America gather
for a week of faith formation known as the ELCA Youth Gathering.
Through days spent in interactive learning, worship, Bible study,
service and fellowship, young people grow in faith and are challenged
and inspired to live their faith in their daily lives.
The 2021 ELCA Youth Gathering will be held in Minneapolis.
Minneapolis, the “City by Nature”, will be a wonderful and unique
host for the Gathering. It is a growing, diverse and Lutheran-dense city
nestled on the banks of the Mississippi river in the heart of
the Midwest. While in the city, gathering participants will spend time
at the Minneapolis Convention Center, US Bank Stadium,
area hotels and local congregations in addition to the many
restaurants, parks and cultural centers the city has to offer.
Youth who are in 8th – 12th grade at the time of registration (Fall
2020) are eligible to attend. That means any youth who are
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currently in 7th grade or older are eligible to consider going. While
2021 may seem a ways off, I would like to invite youth and
parents who may be interested to attend a Pizza Party Gathering on
Sunday, October 6, from 4:00-6:00 p.m. I am suggesting every family
bring along their favorite pizza to share. It will give us an opportunity
to share stories, answer any questions you may have and at least
begin thinking about attending. We will gather at St. Paul's in
Mountaintop on October 6th and look forward
to being able to explore this opportunity with you...

St. Paul’s along with Making a Difference Ministries
presents

the Mini Christian Concert Series 2019!

Campfire Bacon Band from Bloomsburg, PA

will perform October 13th 2019 at 6:30 pm – 8 pm.

Afterwards will be a meet and greet, and CD signing.
A goodwill offering will be taken. Please bring a friend!

CRAFT/TALENT AUCTION INFO!
The Baking of Apple Dumplings will be on
Saturday, October 26th 2019.
A Signup sheet will be in Narthex.

This leads us to the TALENT AUCTION where the
APPLE DUMPLINGS are sure to be a hit!
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THIS YEAR’S TALENT & CRAFT AUCTION IS SCHEDULED FOR
SUNDAY OCTOBER 27TH! The doors open for browsing at 5:30 PM
and the AUCTION begins at 6:00 PM. For those of you who are
new members, this is when we let our talents shine and have lots
of fun doing it. It may be that you have hobbies that are very
creative and you can produce something magnificent in that way.
Or, maybe you’d like to offer your time by babysitting, raking
leaves or other fall yard work, or shoveling snow for someone who
cannot do this anymore, or helping someone paint a room in their
house, etc. Gardeners can produce beautiful flowers and plants,
or bakers can produce some goodies, or cooks can prepare a few
meals for a shut-in. Or holiday decorating, hand stitched item, etc.
Bring donations in that morning. Every one of us has a skill of
some sort that can be auctioned off. We are certain you can come
up with something that would be of value. If you haven’t started
yet, now is the time to get your thinking caps on and come up
with something that will reap a benefit for WELCA’s treasury.
WELCA has done so much for our church through the years, and
now it’s our time to help them so that they can continue doing
good for not only our church but the community too. Apple
dumplings will be served at the auction. Leftovers are auctioned
off. Any Questions, call Sue Henahan at 570-474-6558.

Join us on Monday October 7, 2019 at 6:30 pm! Bring a friend!
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5th Wednesday Surprise Lunch!
Mark your calendars now and join us on
Wednesday, October 30th We will meet at 11:30 at St. Paul's
and carpool to our destination. Bring along a friend!
Everybody's welcome!

ATTENTION ALL YOUTH! It’s time for HAUNTED FUN!
October 30th at 6:00-8:00pm.

Looking forward to a gathering of ghouls and ghosts and
goblin hosts! Join us on Wednesday evening as we check out
this year’s Halloween fashion; play a few games, sing, dance
and enjoy some treats. It’s always a good time for those who
join us.
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Pastor Kaufman has organized a bus trip to visit to Auschwitz
Exhibition “Not long ago. Not far away" currently housed at
the Museum of Jewish Heritage in New York. Located in
Nazi-occupied Poland, Auschwitz as the largest of all the
German Nazi concentration camps. This groundbreaking
exhibition brings together more than 700 original objects and
400 photographs from over 20 institutions and museums
around the world. Auschwitz. Not long ago. Not far away. is
the most comprehensive exhibition dedicated to the history of
Auschwitz and its role in the Holocaust ever presented in
North America, and an unparalleled opportunity to confront
the singular face of human evil—one that arose not long ago
and not far away. Tickets are available for Friday, November
8th- $50 adults, $40 youth. A $25 deposit will secure your
reservation. The full amount should be paid by October 28th.
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Checks should be payable to St. Paul's and can be mailed
directly to 316 S. Mountain Blvd., Mountaintop, Pa. 18707.
It is suggested to bring something along to eat prior to our
entrance at the museum. There will be time following the
exhibit to explore Lower Manhattan and have something to
eat prior to our return trip. A Signup Sheet is in the Narthex.

MEMORIAL GARDEN DONATION INFO –
If you would like to contribute any amount to this project,
please use the special envelopes provided on the Narthex table
or bulletin board. All contributors will be recognized on a
permanent marker in the garden area. If you are interested
in in using a Thrivent Action Team card to help with
purchasing the landscaping, that would also very much be
appreciated.
Thank you in advance for your support, and if you have
additional ideas, please see Jim Doxsey.
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October 6th
October 13th
October 20th
October 27th

Leigh Michel
Kathy Lines
Ruth Gasper
Lois Scott

There are several dates available to
sponsor Altar Flowers, Bulletins and the
Newsletter for 2019. Charts/sign-up sheets
are on the bulletin board. Why not honor a loved one or a significant
occasion by sponsoring these items?
Flowers: $32/week

Bulletins: $10/week

MAKE A POSITIVE IMPACT ON THE WORLD…
Take advantage of the USAgain
container behind church!

Deposit clothing, shoes and household textiles like sheets,
drapes, towels, etc. that you no longer use. They accept clothing,
footwear, accessories and linens of all styles, sizes and colors.
Use the bin behind the church. It’s that simple!

Who ever thought Bible Study could be fun???
This is Bible Study like you’ve never
experienced! No homework, no
tests, no previous knowledge. Have
some fun with learning; only 2 hours
a week with a knowledgeable
teacher. Snacks provided! Come join in on the fun in our
bible study group. Everyone is welcome! Thursdays at
1pm…We enjoy each other’s company and great
conversation.
Bible Trivia: How well do you know your bible?
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1. According to James 1, What does the testing of our
faith produce?
2. What should you ask for if you realize you lack it?
3. Who cannot be tempted nor tempt, according to
James 1?
4. What two things should believers be slow to do?
5. James 1 says someone who listens to the word and
doesn’t do what it says is like someone who looks
into a what and forgets what they look like?
(For answers to the Bible Trivia, Read James)
(Answers are on the last page of the Newsletter)

The Next WELCA meeting is scheduled
for Wednesday October 9th 2019 at 1pm. Leeann Whitaker is
hostess. Bring scissors.

September 8, 2019 Church Council Highlights
1. The church offices hours are now Monday thru Friday,
from 8:30 am to 12:30 pm.
2. There will be one service held on the Fifth Sunday,
September 29th, with a potluck-picnic to follow.
3. Construction of Phase One of the Memorial Garden
(stone walkway and cross installation) will begin
within the next month.
4. The Christian Education Committee was planning on
ordering a new Sunday School curriculum.
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5. The Adult Choir has resumed following the summer
break. We are looking for more voices, so please
contact Schyler if you are interested.
6. We will host a Flea Market and Pizza Sale on
Saturday, September 14th.
7. The Fall Church Congregational Meeting has been
scheduled for November 24th, between services. This is
when we elect Church Council members and approve
the 2020 budget.
8. A nominating committee is being formed to find new
Church Council member candidates. Please tell any
current Council member or Pastor, if you would
consider helping lead our church in this way.
9. The Hanging of the Greens and Christmas Dinner has
been scheduled for Sunday, December 8th.
-Future Council meetings for 2019 will be held on the
following dates:
October 6, November 11, and December 15th.
As always, all members are welcome to attend Church
Council meetings. We look forward to hearing your ideas,
questions, or feedback during our meetings or at any time.
Submitted by Jim Doxsey
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On September 29th, We celebrated Harvest Home. Our
congregation brought donations of food totaling 263
items! Due to the generous donations we will be getting a
Thrivent card to buy more items needed for Feed A
Friend! As always, whatever food is donated that we
don’t use will go the Mountain Top Food Bank. Thanks
again for your generous donations!

****************************************************

COMING UP…
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November 3, 2019 is ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
Much has been said and written about saints.
The Augsburg Confession states:
It is taught among us that saints should be kept in remembrance
that our faith may be strengthened when we see what grace they
received, and how they were sustained by faith. Moreover, their
good works are to be an example for us, each of us in his or her
own calling (Article XXI).
Join us on Sunday, November 3rd to remember all those, past and
present as we gather to lift up “the body of Christ” and “the
communion of saints.”
Please list those individuals who have died during this past year
since November 3, 2018 on the sheet in the Narthex.
Roses can be placed in memory of those who died in previous
years, and are to be remembered.

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED . . . It’s that time once again for

Feed-A-Friend to seek volunteers to help with the sorting, packing
and handing out thanksgiving baskets to those in need. This year
we are seeking volunteers of all ages to help sort food starting on
Saturday, November 23rd from 10-1 pm. On Sunday, November
24th, we will pack bags with the Sunday School/adults can help
too. Finally, Distribution day will be Tuesday, November 26th from
9-1pm to help carry the food to cars. Any time you can volunteer
and help would be greatly appreciated! Any questions contact
Terry Scott at 570-868-7368 or tjscott805@gmail.com.
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Friday November 29th 2019,

9th Concert for Rebecca
& All Victims of Domestic Violence.
6:00 pm- 10:30 pm
Sand Springs Country Club
10 Club House Drive, Drums PA
Music by “Don Shappelle & The Pickups Band
with Craig Thatcher”
“John Lukas”

PLUS GUEST SPEAKERS: D.A. Stefanie Salavantis,
Tammy Rodgers, and Pat Rushton

FREE ADMISSION! ALL DONATIONS will be sent to:
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SERVICE CENTER
VICTIM’S RESOURCE CENTER
BASKET Raffles Will Be Held too!
Please pass this along to everyone you know!
Thank you for all your help in fighting evil...
Terry, Teresa, Michelle, Timmy
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Get your submissions into Kelly by October 18, 2019. You can
leave your information in her mailbox, call her at the office or
email her at info@stpaulsmttop.com

ALUMINUM CANS

Be contentious about the environment and make a positive
impact by saving your aluminum cans. Aluminum cans can be
deposited in the bin behind the church. Monies collected from
the sale of the cans will benefit our church! The cans were
recently taken to Allen Industries. We received over $260!
YARN SPINNERS

We are currently working on lap robes for St. Luke’s
Marjorie Lou Anthony will take them over to St. Luke’s for
distribution. We will continue to work on the prayer
shawls and baptismal blankets for Pastor.

COFFEE CANS FLOWERS Please save your green plastic

coffee cans (leave labels on) as we need these for the flowers that
we use to take to the shut-ins. Please bring into the church.

BOARD GAME DAY Every third Wednesday, at 1:00
18

pm. at the church will be board game day. Please bring your
favorite game and a snack to share. Come on out and have some
fun.

ST. PAUL’S HOAGIE GANG

THE
HOAGIE
GROUP
NEEDS
NEW
VOLUNTEERS! IF YOU CAN HELP, PLEASE
CONTACT THE CHURCH SECRETARY FOR MORE INFORMATION
570-474-6616. MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK!
Sign up for DELICIOUS hoagies! Watch for the sign-up sheet on the
narthex bulletin board. All orders must be in by the previous
Sunday, which in this case will be, Sunday, October 13th with a
pick up date of October 17th 2019. The costs of the hoagies are
$4.00 each. The sign-up sheet is on the narthex bulletin board.
Thank YOU! All monies earned go to benefit the church. They’re
available the 3rd Thursday of each month except December.

MaineSource Giveback Program
The MaineSource GiveBack Program is a unique way of giving
back to the community. It is a free year-round fundraising
program with no selling involved.
Any time a member of the church swipes their GiveBack card,
those purchases will count towards our church’s cumulative
total. Every purchase you make, from meat to produce and
everything in between, counts towards our rebate. Pick up a
form and return it to the church today. This past month we
received a check for over $200! Thank you!
(Forms are on the table in the Narthex)
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FOOD BANK

Please remember that the first Sunday of each month has been
declared “FOOD BANK DAY” and we ask that members remember those
less fortunate by bringing non-perishable food items in order to keep up
with the demand for food. OTHER ITEMS THEY CURRENTLY NEED ARE:
Coffee, Peanut Butter, jelly, ketchup, dry soup, pudding, Jell-O mixes,
popcorn, pork & beans, canned tomatoes, canned soup, mustard,
mayonnaise, tuna, macaroni & cheese, pasta (ex. spaghetti), peas,
canned pasta, and noodles, beets, boxed brownies, and cake mixes.

A reminder we’d like your loose change!
Clean out your pockets and check under your car
seats! Please donate your loose change for our
Sunday school.

SICK OR IN THE HOSPITAL?
WOULD YOU LIKE A VISIT FROM PASTOR?

If you are in the hospital, please let us know. We care about
you, and we would like to pray for you. If you would like Pastor to
make a visit for any particular reason, please contact Pastor
directly or leave a message with the church secretary and Pastor
will contact you to schedule a time. YOU ARE IMPORTANT TO US,
but we cannot address what we don’t know.
PRAYERS REQUESTED FOR: Ben Austin, Georgina Becker, DJ Bianco,
Kari Stewart-Bonczewski, Austin Bowman, Hank Boyle, Sondra Brophy,
Christopher Burge, Betty Cauchi, Kim Collum, Jay Crandall, Claire Daley,
Harlon Davis, Pauline Dennis, David Dewald, Brianne Dileo, Allen Drum,
Carisa Drum, Carol Duffy, Bob Dunlap, Evelyn Evans, Lynne Fazio, Robert
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Ganski, Steven Ganski, Eileen Garinger, Robert Gasper, Joshua Hank,
Cassandra Hank, Shawn Henning, Joyce Hocko, Pat Hoovler, Ian Hunter,
Mary Beth Innamorati, Craig Jacobs, Ruth Jakubowski, Gary Keller, Alice
Kershinski, Jeannine Ksiaskiewicz, Barbara Macko, Amy Maher, Dale
Major, Wayne Mast, Shari Meister, James Mendygral, Mary Alice
McCloskey, McCale McQuire, Patty Mellow, Tony Mohl, Roberta and Jim
Mohr, Cheryl Myers, Jilie O’Boyle, Andrew Richner, Steven Reeves,
Michele Reed, Teresa Renninger, Diane Rosa, Cathy Ruiter, Dale Scott,
Carl Schultz, Joe Seymour, Stephen Shaffer, Robert F. Shultz, Leona
Stemrich, Joanne Stevens, Lael Swank, Carol Swithers, Ruth Thomas,
Matthew Walker, Jeanne Wallace, Pauline Weber, Loretta Z
IN ADDITION TO THOSE HAVING HEALTH PROBLEMS we ask that you
pray for all the men and women who are serving in the Armed Forces.
Matthew Hewson, Wayne Kaufman, Richard Mester, Patrick Murphy,
Brandon Passman, Anthony Porrecha, Jr., Christian Yurkanin.

A reminder to all our newer families: Please remember to
submit anniversary and a list of birthdays for members of your
family so we as a church family can recognize these special
occasions!

October Birthdays
David Troell
Kayla Schwartz
Walter Plasson
Georgina Becker
Ruth Gasper

1st
3rd
6th
8th
8th
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Marlin Hildebrand
Ruth Davies
Joanne Smith
Zachery Howton
Stuart Walser
Brian Michel
Luke Jon Russell
Judy Seroska
Steven Lasoski
Nathan Mehalick
Emma Firth
Christopher Burke
Steven Lasoski
Ryan Yurkanin
Jim Doxsey
Thomas Roskowski
Karen Weiss
Janice Kittrick
Joseph Wise
Joseph Burke
Carol Hankinson
Richard Zimmerman
Shannon Falcheck

October Anniversaries

8th
8th
8th
9th
9th
10th
13th
13th
14th
14th
15th
16th
16th
16th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
22nd
23rd
24th
24th
28th

Pam & Dennis Sampolski
2nd/’04
Linda & Anthony Prushinski
5th/’74
Michele Kessler & Lisa Napersky 5th/’13
Kelly & John Paul Smolenak
7th/’06
Karen & Joel Weiss
9th/ ’99
Michelle & Gary Leco
12th/’89
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Georgian & Ted Ollwerther

31st/’64

Answers to the Bible Trivia
12345-

Perseverance
Wisdom
God
To speak and to get angry
A mirror
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