“ST. PAUL’S IS A FAMILY OF BELIEVERS IN THE GOSPEL OF
JESUS CHRIST, COMMITTED TO THE FULFILLMENT OF THE
WORD OF GOD”
Church Office….570-474-6616
Pastor - Rev. Michele Kaufman Home: 570-443-0832
Cell: 570-881-2371
Secretary - Kelly Smolenak Phone: 570-474-6616
Spring hours M-F 8:30am-12:30pm
Email: info@stpaulsmttop.com
Sexton – Kim Schuler – 570-332-8013

We are on Facebook! Visit us at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Mountain
Top, PA and keep in touch with upcoming events.
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Worship Service
8:30 and 11:00 am
Sunday School at 9:30 am

May 5th, 12th and 26th 2019
Our monthly Healing Service is scheduled for Wednesday,
May 1st at 11:00 a.m. with a potluck lunch following.

Ascension Day Service

Thursday, May 30th at 11:00 a.m.
Ascension Day is the celebration of Christ ascending into
heaven after His death, burial and resurrection. Ascension Day
occurs on the Thursday 40 days after Easter. Ascension Day is
also called the Feast of Ascension. Ascension Day also known as
the Feast of Ascension is one of the important Christian festivals
celebrated in all over the world. This day marks the last
appearance of Lord Jesus Christ to his followers after His
resurrection at Easter.
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Not only do we welcome you all to join us for our service but we
invite you to stay and join us for a potluck luncheon as well.

OUR NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING:
Wednesday May 15th at 6:30 pm.

Adult Choir Rehearsals will begin on May 5th, 19th, & 26th
from 12:15-1pm.
June 2nd is dress rehearsal, June 9th performances will be during
our services.
Any questions, please ask Schyler Kelsch

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.
For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and
blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us to be adopted as his
sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will-- to
the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One
he loves. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness
of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace that he lavished on
us with all wisdom and understanding. He made known to us the
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mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in
Christ, to be put into effect when the times will have reached their
fulfillment--to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under
one head.
The author of Ephesians tells us that in the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, God has given us what we need to live and
to love in this kind of world. God has given us the power to do what we
need to do as God's children. We live in a world that tends to make us
feel afraid, powerless, and overwhelmed, but the author of Ephesians
tells us that we have been given what we need: spiritual blessings. Does
that mean that we can change the world? We don't know that, but we
do know that God has given us the power to be witnesses. Did Rosa
Parks think that she would change the world when she wouldn't give up
her seat on the bus? I doubt it, but she was empowered to be a witness
for God, for God's call to justice.
Ephesians is inviting us to step into the center of life. At the heart of
all of creation, at the center of all of life, at the center of our own
individual lives, is a loving God who seeks life for us, who asks us to be
motivated by love rather than by fear. The center of life is not death or
violence or injustice or greed, but love. This is quite a claim in our crazy,
violence-based, fear-driven world.
As the children of God we're called to be witnesses which means
we're called to invite others to experience the love of God which we've
experienced. We're called to share the Good News of God's love, the
Good News of the Resurrection and the Good News of forgiveness and
second chances with those around us. Wonderful things happen here at
St. Paul’s, regrettably we fail miserably when it comes to sharing the
good and positive things we do, not only as a congregation but
individually as well. That’s what it means to put your faith into action.
When was the last time you invited a friend or family member to
church or one of our social events? When did you tell a friend about an
event we were holding, a collection that was taking place? When did
you post a church event on your Facebook page? Why not? No matter
how alienated we feel elsewhere, God welcomes every person here.
Regardless of how broken we may be; God's table is the banquet of
mercy. We do not deserve the invitation, if only for our hardness of
heart, yet we are gathered by a grace that covers us all. And when we
leave, we are under obligation to extend the hospitality of God to all
people, as they are, wherever they are. So let us learn from a gracious
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God whose love embraces every one of us. Gathered by God's
hospitality, we can discover how to live together and love one another,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
In the next few weeks, encourage someone you know to visit St.
Paul’s; remind people we have Bible Study, Healing service, movie night.
Encourage them to clean out their closets and contribute to the
rummage sale. Maybe someone you know knows of someone who
needs a listening here or a visit; maybe they have an elderly family
member who can no longer get out of the house…. maybe someone you
knows needs assistance; perhaps we can help make those connections.
God has a purpose for us. Let’s find out what that is.

WILKES-BARRE SCRANTON MISSION
DISTRICT ASSEMBLY
Saturday, May 4th at St. Paul’s
Exciting things are happening in our Mission District!! This
year’s festival will provide information on the results of a Vitality
Study competed by each Mission District within the Synod. Rev
Michael Bennethum of the NEPA Synod will guide us through our
high points and short comings and give us some ideas to help us
grow. Come to the Festival and find out how well we are or not
doing to serve our churches and our Synod.
The proposed schedule for the day is as follows:
8:30- 9:00 Registration
9:00-10:00 Worship
10:00-10:15 Break
10:15-12:00 “How Are We Doing: A Look at
Our Mission District’s Vitality” presented
by Rev. Michael Bennethum
12:00- 1:00 Lunch
1:00- 3:00 Mission District Assembly
As we look ahead at the future of our congregation and
the congregations around us, Pr. Bennethum’s presentation could
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have great value. You are welcome to join us for as long as your
schedule allows.

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY is Scheduled for May 5th at

9:30 a.m. (during Sunday School) – adult and teen volunteers are
needed; ages 12 and under must attend with a parent; permission
forms will be available in the Narthex. Please wear close-toed
shoes, dress for the weather, and remember your sunscreen and
bug spray!

THE STRESS & ANXIETY SUPPORT GROUP will meet
May 14th at 6:30 pm at the church. Any questions,
please email supportgroupmt@aol.com
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MONDAY, May 6th at 6:30

THE GREEN BOOK

Green Book is a 2018 American biographical comedy-drama film
directed by Peter Farrelly. Set in 1962, the film is inspired by the
true story of a tour of the Deep South by African American
classical and jazz pianist Don Shirley (Mahershala Ali) and Italian
American bouncer Frank "Tony Lip" Vallelonga (Viggo
Mortensen) who served as Shirley's driver and bodyguard. The
film was written by Farrelly, Brian Hayes Currie and Vallelonga's
son, Nick Vallelonga, based on interviews with his father and
Shirley, as well as letters his father wrote to his mother.[7] The film
is named after The Negro Motorist Green Book, a mid-20th
century guidebook for African-American travelers written by
Victor Hugo Green.
May 5th
May 12th
May 19th
May 26th

no flowers
Kathy Lines
Lois Scott
Merilee Wisler

There are several dates available to
sponsor Altar Flowers, Bulletins and
the Newsletter for 2019. Charts/sign-up sheets are on the
bulletin board. Why not honor a loved one or a significant
occasion by sponsoring these items? Flowers: $32/week
Bulletins: $10/week
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Supporting our neighbors…

Don’t forget St. John’s Sausage Supper on May 18, 2019….
Eat-in or take-out available. See Pastor for more
information.
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE
The Violence Against Women Act is back on the House agenda, with
Democrats and at least one Republican leading a fresh effort to
reauthorize and expand the domestic violence law.
A bill introduced Thursday would include updates to the landmark
legislation, which was first enacted in 1994. The proposal is sponsored
by California Democrat Karen Bass and Pennsylvania Republican Brian
Fitzpatrick, a former FBI agent.
At an event celebrating the bill’s introduction, freshman Rep. Katie
Porter gave emotional testimony about surviving domestic violence, as
she described two vastly different experiences she had with law
enforcement.
“The first time I called for help, the officer who arrived told me that if
I called for protection again, my children would be taken away from
me,” the California Democrat said, pausing to breathe as tears streamed
down her face.
Porter said she feared that outcome and being blamed for the
dangerous situation she was in. She waited weeks before calling the
police again for help. “And when I did, it was a huge difference. The
officer who arrived told me I was brave. He told me I could survive. He
told me he would help me and protect my kids and husband and help us
all get the help that we needed,” she said.
Porter emphasized that training local police and first responders with
how to appropriately interact with domestic violence victims is
essential, noting that provisions in the bill authorize funding for such
programs.
“That is what this legislation is about. It’s about making sure when
men and women and children around this country call for help, those
that arrive on the scene know what to do and are willing to do it,” she
said.
Terry Renninger has been invited to speak to Senator Casey in the
Courthouse regarding the reauthorization of the Violence Against
Woman Act up for a vote soon in Congress! Congratulations Terry! Our
thoughts and prayers are with you!
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MAKE A POSITIVE IMPACT ON THE WORLD

USAgain

USAgain is a non-for profit company with a triple bottom line:
for people, for planet and for profit. In other words, we only do
well by making a positive impact on our planet and the people
who inhabit it. By partnering together, we help to make a positive
impact worldwide on 3 different levels.
1) Clothe the world. Help offer affordable clothing choices to
70% of the world’s population and stimulate economic
growth globally.
2) Combat climate change and reduce pollution. Seven
pounds of CO2 emissions and 1,400 gallons of water are
saved for each pound of textiles recycled.
3) Create local green jobs. Reusing clothing employs 85 times
more workers than landfills and incinerators do on a per
ton basis.
HOW IT WORKS
Go through your closet and bag up all clothing, shoes and
household textiles like sheets, drapes, towels, etc. that you no
longer use. They accept clothing, footwear, accessories and linens
of all styles, sizes and colors. Use the bin behind the church. It’s
that simple!

April 2019 Church Council Highlights
1. The Memorial Garden committee met on April 11th to
organize and begin the process of developing the plans for
St. Paul’s garden. The committee visited the memorial
gardens at Faith Lutheran - Blakeslee, St. Paul’s Lutheran Dallas and Holy Trinity- Dallas. The next committee
meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 30th at 1:00 pm.
Please join us if you have any ideas to share.

10

2. A meeting will be arranged to obtain ideas and estimates
for adding memorial stained-glass windows to the
sanctuary.
3. Kevin Scott has finished sanding and refinishing the church
pews. The refinished pews certainly look beautiful, and
Kevin deserves a huge thank you from all of us for
handling this huge initiative.
4. The Sunday School Youth Choirs sang beautifully at both
of our Palm Sunday services.
5. The Church Financial Audit was completed on March 21
by Terry Renninger, Leann Whitaker and Lois Scott. No
discrepancies were noted. Thank you for completing this
annually required audit.
6. The Church Band will be performing at 6:30 pm on June
23rd, August 18th and October 13. Please join us at these
Sunday evening performances for enjoyable and
inspirational programs.
7. We are reestablishing the church vocal choir. Any
interested persons should contact either Schyler Kelsch, our
organist/music director or Pastor. The bell choir has been
reestablished and continues to look for a few more players.
The ability to read music is not required.
8. The heating / air conditioning unit in the Playschool
classroom will need to be replaced. Estimates are being
sought at this time.
9. Kim Schuler has been hired as our new Church Sexton. We
are pleased to have her in this important position.
10. The last day of Sunday School this Spring will be May 19th.
Please thank our Sunday School teachers for another job
well done.
11. The NE Pennsylvania Mission District will meet at St.
Paul’s on Saturday May 4th.
12. The Synod Assembly will be held on Saturday, June 1st at
Genetti’s in Hazleton. Please let Pastor know if you are
interested in attending or helping with this one-day event.
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13. A Chicken Barbeque will be held in early June. The exact
date will be announced soon.
14. The annual Rummage Sale will be held on Saturday, May
18th.
15. Future Council Meetings for 2019 will be held on the
following dates: May 15, June 9, August 11, September 8,
October 13, November 11, and December 15th.
As always, all members are welcome to attend Church Council
meetings. We look forward to hearing your ideas, questions, or
feedback during our meetings or at any time.
Submitted by Jim Doxsey

Who ever thought Bible Study could be fun???
This is Bible Study like you’ve never
experienced! No homework, no tests, no
previous knowledge. Have some fun with
learning; only 2 hours a week with a
knowledgeable teacher. Snacks provided!
Come join in on the fun in our bible study group. Everyone is welcome!
Thursdays at 1pm…We enjoy each other’s company and great
conversation.

Bible Trivia: How well do you know your bible?
1-What earthly seasoning did Jesus warn people not to lose or they
would be good for nothing?
2-What did Jesus say people should never put under a bowl?
3-As people let their light shine before others, what did Jesus want them
to see?
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4-What two things did Jesus say he did not come to abolish?
5-Jesus told his followers that to enter the kingdom of heaven their
righteousness must surpass whose?
(For answers to the Bible Trivia, Read Matthew 5)
(Answers are on the last page of the Newsletter)

The Next WELCA meeting is scheduled for

Wednesday May 8th at 1pm. Lois Yeager is hostess.

Mark Your Calendar for Saturday May 18th!
8am-12 pm

$1.00 bag from 2-4pm Set up will be held on May 17th at
12pm to finish. Any questions please call Sue Henahan at
570-474-6558. Rummage can be dropped off starting
Monday May 13th “New Evening Hours drop off” will be
Wednesday May 15th from 6-8pm. No furniture or exercise
equipment please.
Your unwanted “treasures” are welcome!
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ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN UPDATE

On Tuesday, April 9th, Paul, and Rich Klepps from the New England
branch of OGT picked up the 55 boxes, plus hospital bed rails, and
chairs that were in the fellowship hall and loaded them on a truck
bound for North Carolina. After a stop at the Maryland OGT
warehouse, Rich and Paul were on their way to Kenansville, North
Carolina.
When they arrived at the warehouse in Kenansville, they were
warmly welcomed by Patsy Quinn and her volunteers. Patsy is 80+
years old in a wheel chair and goes for dialysis a couple times a
week. Patsy and her husband have poured their time into two good
size warehouses they built for this special purpose of serving those in
need. She shows the "love of Christ" in helping the people who
have lost a lot from Hurricane Florence last year. There were wheel
chairs, hospital beds, and other medical equipment that went out as
soon as they were taken off the truck. Some household items were
also collected and were very much needed and also went out as soon
as it came in.
This bring me to another point. OGT truck #2 for Kenansville, NC will
go in the near future. They are in desperate need of household
items that are in good condition, i.e. toaster ovens, and other small
appliances. So if you have an extra small appliance, please let me
know. Let's see if we can help our brothers and sister in NC with
these items. If anyone is willing to do a Thrivent Action team to
purchase these items, please let me know. I will work with you so
this project can be accomplished. One person has already stepped
up and volunteered to help with an Action team.
Serving the Lord with Gladness,
Karen Ann Kowalczyk
Orphan Grain Train Maryland
Disaster Relief Coordinator
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Get your submissions into Kelly by Wednesday May 20, 2019.
You can leave your information in her mailbox, call her at the
office or email her at info@stpaulsmttop.com

THRIVENT ACTION TEAMS
Thrivent is a membership organization of Christians who want to be
wise with money and live generously. Members are individuals who
have invested in Thrivent's various financial products.
There are various benefits as a Thrivent member. One particular
program involves Thrivent Action teams. Twice a year, members can
apply for a $250 grant to get a fundraiser, educational program or
service project off the ground.
For those who are not invested in a Thrivent products are invited to
consider an associate membership for $20 per year. In return you are
allowed to apply for ONE project per year for up to three years. Your
$20 investment on behalf of the church would provide you with the
opportunity to underwrite a church project for $250!
Would you like to learn more? Are you already a Thrivent member?
How can you get involved? And if you aren't a member of Thrivent,
would you consider investing on behalf of St. Paul’s? Where does your
passion lie? What a wonderful way to support various ministries within
the church! Are you interested in learning more as to how you can help
St. Paul’s and “seed” new or existing projects? Contact Pastor for more
info.

ALUMINUM CANS
Please remember to deposit your aluminum cans in the bin behind

the church. Monies collected from the sale of the cans support our
missionary in Tanzania.
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YARN SPINNERS

We are currently working on lap robes for St. Luke’s
Marjorie Lou Anthony will take them over to St. Luke’s for
distribution. We will continue to work on the prayer
shawls and baptismal blankets for Pastor.

COFFEE CANS FLOWERS Please save your green plastic

coffee cans (leave labels on) as we need these for the flowers that
we use to take to the shut-ins. Please bring into the church.

BOARD GAME DAY Every third Wednesday, at 1:00
pm. at the church will be board game day. Please bring your
favorite game and a snack to share. Come on out and have some
fun.
ST. PAUL’S HOAGIE GANG
Sign up for DELICIOUS hoagies! Watch for the
sign-up sheet on the narthex bulletin board. All
orders must be in by the previous Sunday, which in this case will
be, Sunday, May 12th with a pick up date of May 16th 2019. The
costs of the hoagies are $4.00 each. The sign-up sheet is on the
narthex bulletin board. Thank YOU! All monies earned go to
benefit the church. They’re available the 3rd Thursday of each
month except December.

MaineSource Giveback Program
The MaineSource GiveBack Program is a unique way of giving back to
the community. It is a free year-round fundraising program with no
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selling involved. With the Giveback rewards program, members of the
church raise money just shopping with us. Every 6 months, we’ll
receive a check based on how much our members collectively spent at
MaineSource. It’s that easy. Just do your regular shopping with
MaineSource, and the church will earn 5% of that back. Just shop with
MaineSource, and the church will reap the benefits.
Any time a member of the church swipes their GiveBack card, those
purchases will count towards our church’s cumulative total. Every
purchase you make, from meat to produce and everything in between,
counts towards our rebate. Pick up a form and return it to the church
today. This past month we received a check for over $200! Thank you!
(Forms are on the table in the Narthex)

FOOD BANK

Please remember that the first Sunday of each month has been
declared “FOOD BANK DAY” and we ask that members remember those
less fortunate by bringing non-perishable food items in order to keep up
with the demand for food. OTHER ITEMS THEY CURRENTLY NEED ARE:
Coffee, Peanut Butter, jelly, ketchup, dry soup, pudding, Jell-O mixes,
popcorn, pork & beans, canned tomatoes, canned soup, mustard,
mayonnaise, tuna, macaroni & cheese, pasta (ex. spaghetti), peas,
canned pasta, and noodles, beets, boxed brownies, and cake mixes

A reminder we’d like your loose change!
Clean out your pockets and check under your car
seats! Please donate your loose change for our
Sunday school.

SICK OR IN THE HOSPITAL?
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WOULD YOU LIKE A VISIT FROM PASTOR?

If you are in the hospital, please let us know. We care about
you, and we would like to pray for you. If you would like Pastor to
make a visit for any particular reason, please contact Pastor
directly or leave a message with the church secretary and Pastor
will contact you to schedule a time. YOU ARE IMPORTANT TO US,
but we cannot address what we don’t know.
PRAYERS REQUESTED FOR: Ben Austin, Ed Balliet, Georgina
Becker, Kari Stewart-Bonczewski, Austin Bowman, Hank Boyle,
Sondra Brophy, Christopher Burge, Kevin Cadwalder, Betty Cauchi,
Kim Collum, Jay Crandall, Claire Daley, Harlon Davis, Janice
DeSino, Pauline Dennis, Brianne Dileo, Allen Drum, Carisa Drum,
Carol Duffy, Bob Dunlap, Evelyn Evans, Lynne Fazio, Shirley
Fetchko, Robert Ganski, Steven Ganski, Eileen Garinger, Robert
Gasper, Joshua Hank, Cassandra Hank, Marie Harding, Shawn
Henning, Joyce Hocko, Craig Jacobs, Gary Keller, Alice Kershinski,
Plair Koch, Jeannine Ksiaskiewicz, Barbara Macko, Amy Maher,
Dale and Roseann Major, Wayne Mast, Shari Meister, James
Mendygral, Karolyn Meyer, Mary Alice McCloskey, McCale
McQuire, Patty Mellow, Tony Mohl, Roberta and Jim Mohr, Sandy
Morales, Cheryl Myers, Jilie O’Boyle, Tessa Pawlaski, Irene
Pritchard, Andrew Richner, Steven Reeves, Michele Reed, Teresa
Renninger, Cathy Ruiter, Pam Sampolski, Dale Scott, Carl Schultz,
Joe Seymour, Stephen Shaffer, Robert F. Shultz, Lisa Slocum,
Barrett Smolenak, Joanne Stevens, Ruth Thomas, Jason Ungarian,
Joe Veneziale, Matthew Walker, Jeanne Wallace, Marion
Yuknavich, Loretta Z
IN ADDITION TO THOSE HAVING HEALTH PROBLEMS we ask that
you pray for all the men and women who are serving in the
Armed Forces. Matthew Hewson, Wayne Kaufman, Richard
Mester, Patrick Murphy, Brandon Passman, Anthony Porrecha, Jr.,
Christian Yurkanin.
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A reminder to all our newer families: Please remember to
submit anniversary and a list of birthdays for members of your
family so we as a church family can recognize these special
occasions!

May Birthdays:
Peggy Mehalick
1st
Julian Lacoste
2nd
Mark Joseph Lawson 2nd
Bill Dalon
2nd
Christopher Mehalick 3rd
Elizabeth Nevin
3rd
Day Williams
4th
Kaitlyn Hankinson
5th
Joan Dalon
5th
Joan Ronan
5th
Ashley Hassinger
6th
Shane Davis
6th
Alisha Mirilovich
8th
Justin Mirilovich
8th
David Falcheck
8th
Jim Edwards
10th
Ryan Halterman
12th
Michael Kissolovege 13th
Mark Kaster
15th
Rebecca Clower
15th
John Michel
18th
Marion Hildebrand 19th
Lois Scott
20th
Lora Gerlach
21st
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Carol Kundratic
Chad Russell
Alexandra Sartori
Kathleen Halterman
Leeann Whitaker
Bill Jakubowski
Ted Oldziejewski
Audrey Tkatch
Gregory Drum
Cindy Kennelly

22nd
22nd
25th
25th
25th
27th
27th
28th
29th
29th

May Anniversaries:

Rosemarie & Thomas Roberts
Ted & Midge Oldziejewski
Karen & James Wise
Paula & Michael Novosel
Susan & William Ackerman
Joann & Paul Lawson
Tracey & Redmond Lines
Debra & Robert Romig
Georgina & Michael Becker
Beth & Ray Eckert
Gaylene & Chip Hunter

3rd/’58
4th/’68
14th/’94
14th/’94
14th/’77
18th/’74
19th/’95
20th/’06
21st/’83
21st/’05
27th/’83

Answers to the Bible Trivia
1)
2)
3)
4)

Salt
A Light
Their good deeds
The law and the prophets
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5) The Pharisees and the teachers of the law
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