“ST. PAUL’S IS A FAMILY OF BELIEVERS IN THE GOSPEL OF
JESUS CHRIST,
COMMITTED TO THE FULFILLMENT OF THE
WORD OF GOD”
Church Office: 570‐474‐6616
Pastor ‐ Rev. Michele Kaufman 570‐881‐2371 (Cell)
Home 570‐443‐0832
Email: kaufman19@verizon.net
Secretary – Kelly Smolenak Phone: 570‐474‐6616
Email: info@stpaulsmttop.com
Sexton ‐ Ginny Hildebrand 570‐788‐2751

You can check out St. Paul’s website at stpaulsmttop.com and we are
on Facebook as well. Visit us at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Mountain
Top, PA and keep in touch with upcoming events.
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Worship Services
8:30 am & 11 am
Sunday school at 9:30 am

Answers to the Bible Trivia
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

A House
Gold, incense/frankincense, myrrh
A dream
A dream
Herod died

Please note this month communion is on:
January 13th, and 20th 2019

HEALING SERVICE

Our Monthly Healing Service will resume in February.
No services will take place in January.

NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING:
SUNDAY January 20th at 6:30 pm.
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Christopher Drum
Sharon Ford
Robert Jakubowski
Christopher Mergo
Marian Zawilski
Jessica Buff
Leslie Hollock
James Wise
Hanna Lines
Lori Hollock
Michael Novosel
John Hoovler
Tracy Kaster
Shai Post
Megan Donovan
Morgan Weiss
Paula Novosel
Lauren Nagle
Sarah Russell
Matt Howton
Sue Pierdon
Mike Pantano
Sabrina Regulski
Michael Kennelly
John Mehalick
Emily Troell

6th
8th
8th
8th
8th
11th
12th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
17th
18th
19th
20th
22nd
23rd
26th
26th
27th
29th
30th
31st
31st

David & Shannon Falcheck

8th/’03
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A Congregational Meeting has been scheduled for
January 27th, to review our accomplishments, and
finances from 2018. It will be held between services.

BELL CHOIR ‐ Rehearsal for the month of January will
be on the 27th, from 12:15pm until 1pm.

Choose the Right Way to Witness
The old preacher preached on soul winning on the first night of
the revival. He placed great emphasis on the responsibility one
person has to another toward encouraging him to become a
Christian and live right.
The audience included a barber who was a timid type of man
and who had never spoken to anyone about spiritual matters. At
the time of the invitation, the barber committed himself to speak
to at least one person the next day about getting right with God.
He thought about it all night.
Early the next morning, the barber went to his shop. His first
customer came in for a shave. The barber seated him in the chair,
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reclined the chair, put his barber cloth across the man's chest,
picked up his razor and began sharpening it on the strap. Standing
over the customer and looking the man in the face, the barber
said, "Brother, prepare to meet thy God."
You probably can imagine what happened next! The frightened
customer jumped up, threw off the barber's cloth and dashed out
the door. The barber had lost a customer, frightened a man and
also failed in his witness.
There is a right way to witness and there's a wrong way. The
Bible is implicit upon the subject. "As we therefore opportunity,
let us do good unto all people, especially unto them who are of
the household of faith." We all have an opportunity to share our
faith in various ways. We all have a variety of talents. Look for the
proper time and remember that a word spoken in season will
always bring results. Translated that means welcome the stranger
in our midst on a Sunday morning, invite someone to come to
church or a social event we are sponsoring,; know someone who
needs to talk? Give them the Pastor's number..... Just recently a
member asked if I would be willing to visit a family member in the
nursing home and offer communion. These are just very simple
ways we can make a difference in our midst.

Irene Pritchard, Steven Reeves, Michele Reed, Teresa Renninger,
Cathy Ruiter, Dale Scott, Lois Scott, Carl Schultz, Joe Seymour,
Stephen Shaffer, Robert F. Shultz, Lisa Slocum, Ruth Thomas,
Jason Ungarian, Joe Veneziale, Matthew Walker, Denise Walser,
Tanyia Reeves‐Wendel, Loretta Z
IN ADDITION TO THOSE HAVING HEALTH PROBLEMS we ask that
you pray for all the men and women who are serving in the
Armed Forces. Matthew Hewson, Wayne Kaufman, Richard
Mester, Patrick Murphy, Brandon Passman, Anthony Porrecha, Jr.,
Christian Yurkanin.

A reminder to all our newer families: Please remember
to submit anniversary and a list of birthdays for
members of your family so we as a church family can
recognize these special occasions! You can put them in
the secretary box in the narthex or email
info@stpaulsmttop.com.

SUNDAY CONVERSATIONS…..
Will resume in January on Sundays January 20th and January
27th 2019. We will continue our discussions on
Understanding Islam, particularly looking at the role of
women….
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JANUARY:
1st
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

Jeanne Wells
Christian Yurkanin
Martha Kellow
Chip Hunter
Tricia Russell
Sadie Whetstone
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FOOD BANK
Please remember that the first Sunday of each month has been
declared “FOOD BANK DAY” and we ask that members remember those
less fortunate by bringing non‐perishable food items in order to keep up
with the demand for food. OTHER ITEMS THEY CURRENTLY NEED ARE:
Coffee, Peanut Butter, jelly, ketchup, dry soup, pudding, Jell‐O mixes,
popcorn, pork & beans, canned tomatoes, canned soup, mustard,
mayonnaise, tuna, macaroni & cheese, pasta (ex. Spaghetti), peas,
canned pasta, and noodles.

Our next movie night is scheduled for Monday,
February 28th at 6:30! Bring a friend! Our movie this
month will be “Let There Be Light!”
For all his far-reaching fame, Sol Harkens, the world's most

A reminder we’d like your loose
change! Clean out your pockets and check
under your car seats! Please donate your
loose change for our Sunday school.

famous atheist, is a lonely soul and a lousy part-time dad. After
a near death experience challenges his simplest assumptions
about this world, Sol finds his purpose and re-imagines his life,
in a film that will make you laugh and cry and want to stand up
and cheer.
Outspoken atheist Dr. Sol Harkens is having a debate with a

PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR: Ben Austin, Kari Stewart‐
Bonczewski, Austin Bowman, Sondra Brophy, Christopher Burge,
Kevin Cadwalder, Jay Crandall, Claire Daley, Harlon Davis, Janice
DeSino, Pauline Dennis, Brianne Dileo, Carisa Drum, Bob Dunlap,
Evelyn Evans, Shirley Fetchko, Steven Ganski, Eileen Garinger,
Robert Gasper, Joshua Hank, Cassandra Hank, Marie Harding,
Shawn Henning, Joyce Hocko, Craig Jacobs, Carol Johns, Gary
Keller, Alice Kershinski, Plair Koch, Janice Krzywicki, Jeannine
Ksiaskiewicz, Barbara Macko, Amy Maher, Dale and Roseann
Major, Wayne Mast, Shari Meister, James Mendygral, Karolyn
Meyer, Mary Alice McCloskey, McCale McQuire, Patty Mellow,
Roberta and Jim Mohr, Sandy Morales, Cheryl Myers, Jilie O’Boyle,
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Christian leader. After Harkens is considered to have won
the debate, he attends a party for his book. He double fists
cocktails while trying to get his girlfriend to come home with
him that night; she refuses. Disappointed, Harken’s heads
home in a drunken haze to sleep it off. On the way home,
his publicist calls him to arrange more parties to increase his
exposure. Since he was already drunk after leaving his party
and continues to drink on the way home, he veers off and
crashes into a construction site.
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Who ever thought Bible
Study could be fun???
This is Bible Study like you’ve
never experienced! No homework, no
tests, no previous knowledge. Have some fun with learning; only
2 hours a week with a knowledgeable teacher. Snacks provided!
Come join in on the fun in our bible study group. Everyone is
welcome! Thursdays at 1pm…We enjoy each other’s company
and great conversation.
Bible Trivia: How well do you know your bible?

1‐In what kind of structure did the magi find Mary and
Joseph?
2‐What three gifts did the wise men give Jesus?
3‐How were the wise men warned not to go back to Herod?
4‐How was Joseph told to go to Egypt?
5‐Mary Joseph, and Jesus stayed in Egypt until what
happened?
(For answers to the Bible Trivia, Read Matthew 2)
(Answers are on the last page of the Newsletter)

The next WELCA MEETING is scheduled
for Wednesday January 9th at 1pm.
Please bring scissors.
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BOARD GAME DAY Every third Wednesday, at

1:00 pm. at the church will be board game day. Please bring
your favorite game and a snack to share. Come on out and
have some fun.

ST. PAUL’S HOAGIE GANG
Sign up for DELICIOUS hoagies! Watch for the
sign‐up sheet on the narthex bulletin board. All
orders must be in by the previous Sunday, which in this case will
be, Sunday, Jan. 13th with a pick up date of Jan. 17th 2018 at 9:30
am. The costs of the hoagies are $4.00 each. *If you want your
meat and toppings separated, please indicate that on the sign‐up
sheet. All monies earned go to benefit the church. They’re
available the 3rd Thursday of each month.

SICK OR IN THE HOSPITAL?
WOULD YOU LIKE A VISIT FROM PASTOR?
If you are in the hospital, please let us know. We care
about you, and we would like to pray for you. If you would
like Pastor to make a visit for any particular reason, please
contact Pastor directly or leave a message with the church
secretary and Pastor will contact you to schedule a time.
YOU ARE IMPORTANT TO US, but we cannot address what
we don’t know.
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Pairs and Spares
Get your JANUARY Newsletter submissions
into Kelly NO LATER THAN JANUARY 21st! Please leave your
submissions in her mailbox, call her at 570‐474‐6616 or
email her at info@stpaulsmttop.com

YARN SPINNERS
We will continue to work on the prayer shawls
and baptismal blankets for Pastor. Thank you to
all.

Mark your calendars now for Friday, January 25th as we
gather at the Powerhouse Eatery in White Haven for an
Epiphany Gathering. A special menu will allow us dinner for $25
per person. Choice of entrée will include the following: crab
cake, Pork Gorgonzola, Hershey Hand Cut Prime Rib, Eggplant
Parmigiana, Scottish Salmon, Chicken Francais, Chicken
Parmigiana or a Hand cut 4 oz. Filet Mignon. Entrees are
accompanied by a starch & vegetable, with a choice of soup or
salad. Please sign up in Narthex and make your entrée selection.
This is a night for fellowship and good food! Everyone’s
welcome!

December 2018 Church Council Highlights
ALUMINUM CAN COLLECTION
The holidays are coming and we will all be entertaining!
Keep collecting those aluminum cans! Please remember to deposit
your aluminum cans in the bin behind the church. Monies
collected from the sale of the cans support our missionary in
Tanzania.

COFFEE CANS FLOWERS
Please save your red or green plastic coffee cans (leave
labels on) as we need these for the flowers that we use to
take to the shut‐ins. Please bring into the church.
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1. The fall Congregational meeting was held Sunday,
December 2nd, after the first service. The 2019 budget was
approved, and both Liz Snyder and Lois Scott were elected
as Council members, with terms beginning in January of
2019. Lee Hallock was elected as first the alternate and
will fill in whenever a Council vacancy occurs.
2. On Tuesday, November 20th, the Feed ‐a‐ Friend
distribution took place from St. Paul’s, providing complete
Thanksgiving dinners to 107 local families.
3. The 8th annual Concert for Rebecca was held at Sand
Springs on Friday, November 23rd. A record $4050 was
raised for the Victims Resource Center and the Domestic
Violence Service Center of Luzerne County. More than 250
guests, including many from St. Paul’s, came out to
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support this great fundraiser, in memory of Rebecca
Renninger.
4. It was reported that the metal cross and bell tower are
starting to look rusty. Estimates to have it painted next
spring are being obtained.
5. Jane Evans presented the financial report to Council, and
both the income and expenditures have been on track
through November. The end of year budget projection is
positive.
6. A Congregational Meeting has been scheduled for January
27th, to review our accomplishments and finances from
2018. It will be held between services.
7. A Christmas “Open House” will be held at the Kaufman’s
on Sunday, December 22nd, beginning at 2pm. Everyone is
welcome to attend.
8. St. Paul’s will be contacting Lutheran Refugee Services
(LRS), to obtain information on sponsoring a refugee
family in the future. LRS works with the federal
government to ensure these families are fully vetted and
enter the country legally. St. Paul’s sponsored Marius and
Ella Marusczak, when they escaped persecution by the
Communist Party in Poland, during the 1980s. Currently,
we are only gathering information, and no decisions have
been made.
9. I wish to thank both Gaylene Hunter and Beth Eckert, for
their excellent service to St. Paul’s Church, as Council
members for the past six years. WE will miss their
insightful input.
10. The first Council Meeting of 2019 will be held on January
20th. You are always welcome to join us.

DO YOU HAVE A SPECIAL EVENT or
SOMEONE YOU WISH TO HONOR?
Jan. 6th Tanyia Reeves‐Wendel
Jan. 13th no flowers
Jan. 20th no flowers
Jan. 27th no flowers

THE NEW CHART IS UP FOR 2019! There are many dates available
to sponsor Altar Flowers, Bulletins and the Newsletter for 2018.
Charts/sign‐up sheets are on the bulletin board. Why not honor a
loved one or a significant occasion by sponsoring these items?
Flowers: $32/week Bulletins: $10/week

We are currently
updating the various
participant lists. Have
you ever considered
serving as an usher,
greeter, reader, deacon,
acolyte or a counter? If
you would like to volunteer, what service works better for you?
If there are any special requests as to when you want to
volunteer? You can email me or just leave me a note in the
Secretary mailbox. Email address is info@stpaulsmttop.com

** WE ARE IN NEED OF ACOLYTES/CRUCIFERS ESPECIALLY
FOR THE 11AM SERVICE.

Submitted by Jim Doxsey
Church Council President
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*PLEASE NOTE: WE WILL HAVE BOXES FOR THE SUNDAY
SCHOOL TO COLLECT MONEY IN FOR GOD’S GLOBAL
BARNYARD THIS MONTH!* Congregational members are
welcome to take one as well!

SPOONS FOR VETS! Pictured below are Flossy Pedley, Jeff
Sullivan, and Florence Drum. WELCA donated 620 spoons to this
clinic in November for homeless veterans! We plan to keep
collecting metal spoons! If you have metal spoons to donate,
please place them in the bin in the Narthex. You can also donate
money and Florence Drum will purchase spoons for you. Thank
you in advance!

ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN
As we look over the past year, I want to thank St. Paul's
congregation for all the support they have given to the projects of
Orphan Grain. You don't know how the items you have brought in
have made a difference in many lives in those effected by the
recent hurricanes. Maryland Orphan Grain Train had two trucks
of supplies that went to the Carolinas and one truck left after
Thanksgiving for Panama City Fl. May God Bless those who have
shared their blessings with those less fortunate.
Paul & I will be visiting the Panhandle of Florida one of the places
where Michael hit in February so look for a report in the March
newsletter. Right now, I can tell you things in Panama City, Fl. are
not very good. As of December 13th, people are still
homeless sleeping in tents in one church backyard, one man was
even sleeping in the cemetery. They recently had rain and wind
which ripped the tarps off the roofs that were secured several
weeks before. Please pray for these people as the agencies are
trying to help with housing and helping to get things back to
"normal".

DO YOU WANT TO RECEIVE OUR MONTHLY
NEWLETTER VIA EMAIL? We are in the process of trying to
update our email addresses. If you want to continue or start
receiving our monthly Newsletters, Please add your name and
email address to the Signup sheet in the Narthex or email us at
info@stpaulsmttop.com

12

Blessings to All in 2019,
Karen Ann Kowalczyk
Maryland Orphan Grain Train
Coordinator of Disaster Relief
*A special word to everyone who attended the Christmas
Dinner: Thanks to everyone who made desserts, set up, cleaned
up both during and after dinner. Thanks Much! Lois Scott
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*A big thank you to our members who purchased ornaments
through ELCA good gifts! Your gift carries Gods love to others
making a difference in their lives and around the world. We
raised $175, enough to purchase 2 sets of chicks, 3 pigs, 1
rooster and a goat! Thank you!
*The Renninger Family would like to THANK everyone who
helped make the "8th Concert for Rebecca & All Victims of
Domestic Violence” a great success!
A total of $4,130 in donations has been raised with
free admission!
Terry, Teresa, Michelle, and Timmy

eggs, meat or dairy products. Your gifts support this
comprehensive approach to animal husbandry.
As members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA), we believe that God is calling us into the world –
together. And with generous, loving hands, we can make a
difference.
ELCA Good Gifts is your opportunity to provide critical support to
the ministries and programs that mean the most to you and the
people you love.

Where your money goes…

ELCA Good Gifts provides more than 50 different gift-giving
options that grow the church, fight hunger and transform lives.
These gifts, starting at just $10, provide direct support for the
churchwide ministries of the ELCA.
The resources below – from catalogs to coin banks, bulletin inserts
to planning guides – make it easy (and fun!) for your family, your
congregation and your community say “goodbye” to traditional
gift-giving and “hello” to meaningful gifts that really make a
difference in the world.
The animals of God’s Global Barnyard are among some of the
most popular gifts in the catalog. Your gifts to God’s Global
Barnyard support the sustainable development ministries of ELCA
World Hunger, which include training, education, resources (and
much more) to help the community care for animals and create
new market opportunities like starting a small business selling
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Every project in every community starts with listening. We believe
that our congregations, companion churches and partners know
their communities best. That’s why they identify the needs and
priorities in their communities, as well as the solutions they believe
will make the biggest impact.
The Good Gifts projects have been planned by our partners –
meaning that each community receives exactly the kind of support
they need and none of what they don’t.
Your donation will be used where it is needed most within the
wider category of each gift you’ve selected. (For example, a gift of
vaccinations may be used to support other health care initiatives.)
This allows our church to stay adaptive, flexible and effective in
the work that we do. Because we seek to honor your generosity
and keep administrative costs low, we do not track individual
financial gifts to specific families or locations in the U.S. or
abroad.
More than 90 percent of your gifts directly support our programs.
Less than 10 percent is used for administration and fundraising.
Your gift is tax-deductible as allowed by law.
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