“ST. PAUL’S IS A FAMILY OF BELIEVERS IN THE GOSPEL OF
JESUS CHRIST, COMMITTED TO THE FULFILLMENT OF THE
WORD OF GOD”
Church Office….570-474-6616
Pastor - Rev. Michele Kaufman
Home: 570-443-0832
Cell: 570-881-2371
Secretary - Kelly Smolenak Phone: 570-474-6616
Email: info@stpaulsmttop.com

*SUMMER OFFICE HOURS BEGIN JUNE 11TH 2019
TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS 8:30 AM -1:30 PM*
Sexton – Kim Schuler – 570-332-8013

We are on Facebook! Visit us at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Mountain
Top, PA and keep in touch with upcoming events.
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Worship Services
June 2: 8:30 and 11:00 am
9:30 am starting June 9th 2019

June 2nd, 16th, 30th
On Sunday June 30th our 9:30 am service will be followed by a
potluck. Please plan on attending for fellowship then food!

Our monthly Healing Service is scheduled for
Wednesday, June 5th at 11:00 a.m.
with a potluck lunch following.

OUR NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING:
Sunday, June 9th at 6:30 pm.
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The Adult Choir’s dress rehearsal is June 2nd, and
on June 9th the performances will be during our services.
Any questions, please ask Schyler Kelsch

Slow me down, Lord! Ease the pounding of my heart by
the quieting of my mind. Steady my hurried pace with a
vision of the eternal reach of time. Give me, amidst the
confusion of my day, the calmness of the ever-lasting hills.
Break the tension of my nerves and muscles with the soothing
music of the singing streams that live in my memory. Help
me to know the magical, restoring power of sleep. Teach me
the art of taking minute vacations -- of slowing down to look
at a flower, to chat with a friend, to pat a dog, or to read a few
lines from a good book. Let me look up into the branches of
the towering oak, and know that it grew great and strong,
because it grew slowly and well.
Our Lord lived a very busy and challenging life.
Everywhere he went, the crowds followed him. Many people
sought his help day and night. Like many people in our time,
Jesus lived with a grueling schedule and lots of pressure. But
Jesus knew the wisdom of taking "time out" in his busy life
for rest, relaxation, and renewal.
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Jesus understood the need for rest, and for pacing his life
so that his ministry could be productive. As we move towards
Pentecost and the giving of the Spirit, I believe we need to
rediscover the importance of the Holy Spirit in our Christian
lives. For too long, we have neglected the fundamental truth
of how the Spirit of God empowers us for life and ministry.
Far too many of us push on in the Christian life, trying
valiantly to live the life of Christ without the power of Christ!
As summer begins, I encourage you to stop and smell the
roses; listen to the wind blowing through the leaves on the
trees; sit quietly and listen to the laughter of children at play,
but take time out of your hectic schedules and spend it in the
presence of God. See you in church!
Pastor Kaufman

An American Red Cross Community Blood Drive Sponsored
by Paige Scott at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church on

JUNE 6th 2019, 1-6pm

Please call 1-800-733-2767 or visit www.redcrossblood.org
and enter LSL P SCOTT to schedule an appointment!
HOPE BEGINS WITH YOU!

THE WOMENS CLUB OF MOUNTAIN TOP

will hold a Variety Sale on JUNE 8th from 9-1pm
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20 Vendors/Crafters, Baked goods, Plant sale,
Yard Sale/Rummage, Basket Raffle,
Food & Beverages available throughout the event!
Something for Everyone!

Tuesday, June 11th at 6:30 pm

BLACK or WHITE

Black or White is the story of a grandfather (Kevin Costner)
who is suddenly left to care for his beloved granddaughter.
When her paternal grandmother (Octavia Spencer) seeks
custody with the help of her brother (Anthony Mackie), the little
girl is torn between two families who love her deeply. With the
best intentions at heart, both families fight for what they feel is
right and are soon forced to confront their true feelings about
race, forgiveness, and understanding. Anchored by an all-star
cast and based on real events, the movie is a look at two
seemingly different worlds, in which nothing is as simple as
black or white.
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4th Wednesday Surprise!
For some time now we have been
discussing the possibility of venturing “off” the
mountain to explore places unknown. Every 4th
Wednesday, we will gather at St. Paul’s at 11:30
a.m. and head out for lunch to a “surprise”
location. See you on June 26th. Anyone
interested in joining us is welcome!

A Prayer for our Graduating Seniors
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Congratulations to all our graduating seniors. Our thoughts
and prayers are with you in all your future endeavors!
Keep their minds open to new learnings, and help them remember
what is just and true.
Keep their hearts open to lasting relationships, and help them love
as you have loved us all.
Keep their hands open to committed service, and help them serve
as you have served us.
Wrap your love around us now and in all the days of our lives.
Amen.

SUMMER YOUTH EVENTS
Plans are underway to plan and schedule a variety of
events in the summer. Please keep your eyes on the upcoming
bulletins. A list of activities can be found in the narthex.
Please look over the list and indicate “if” you are interested in
particular events and then “share” your availability. My hope
is that we can schedule around your particular interests and
schedule dates that work for those interested.
Don’t forget! It’s not too late to sign your child up for
Bear Creek Camp this summer. You can go online or see
Pastor for more details. Scholarships are available!
7

June 2nd
June 9th
June 16th
June 23rd
June 30th

no flowers
Tanyia Reeves-Wendel/
Lois Scott
Lois Scott /
Margie Lou Anthony
Leeann Whitaker
Al & Florence Drum

There are several dates available to sponsor Altar Flowers,
Bulletins and the Newsletter for 2019. Charts/sign-up sheets are
on the bulletin board. Why not honor a loved one or a significant
occasion by sponsoring these items?
Flowers: $32/week
Bulletins: $10/week

MAKE A POSITIVE IMPACT ON THE WORLD

USAgain

USAgain is a non-for profit company with a triple
bottom line: for people, for planet and for profit. In
other words, we only do well by making a positive
impact on our planet and the people who inhabit it. By
partnering together, we help to make a positive impact
worldwide on 3 different levels.
1) Clothe the world. Help offer affordable clothing
choices to 70% of the world’s population and
stimulate economic growth globally.
2) Combat climate change and reduce pollution.
Seven pounds of CO2 emissions and 1,400 gallons
of water are saved for each pound of textiles
recycled.
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3) Create local green jobs. Reusing clothing employs
85 times more workers than landfills and
incinerators do on a per ton basis.
HOW IT WORKS
Go through your closet and bag up all clothing, shoes
and household textiles like sheets, drapes, towels, etc.
that you no longer use. They accept clothing, footwear,
accessories and linens of all styles, sizes and colors. Use
the bin behind the church. It’s that simple!

May 15, 2019 Church Council Highlights
1. The Memorial Garden committee met on May 16th and
continued to develop conceptual plans for the garden. Please
join us if you have any ideas to share. The next meeting will be
held on Thursday, May 30th at 3:00 pm.
2. There will be one service on Sundays again this summer,
beginning on June 9th.
3. The last day of Sunday School this Spring was May 19th. Please
thank our Sunday School teachers for another job well done.
4. The Synod Assembly will be held on Saturday, June 1st at
Genetti’s in Hazleton.
5. The Adopt-a Highway clean-up was scheduled for May 19th,
under the leadership of the Post family.
6. The Church Organ experienced minor problems recently, and the
Roberts Sides company will be called to perform routine
preventative maintenance.
7. The Adult Choir has been reestablished and will perform on
Sunday, June 9th.
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8. The church offices hours will be reduced for the summer and
will be publicized separately.
9. The Memorial Garden committee is raffling off a beautiful doll
house, which is completely furnished. Tickets are $3 each or 4
for $10. The raffle will be held on July 3rd, just before the
fireworks begin. All the proceeds will go towards the costs of
developing the Memorial Garden. Internment of ashes in the
garden will be completely free to church members.
10. Future Council meetings for 2019 will be held on the following
dates: June 9, August 11, September 8, October 13, November
11, and December 15th.

As always, all members are welcome to attend Church Council
meetings. We look forward to hearing your ideas, questions, or
feedback during our meetings or at any time.
Submitted by Jim Doxsey

Who ever thought Bible Study could be fun???
This is Bible Study like you’ve never
experienced! No homework, no tests, no
previous knowledge. Have some fun with
learning; only 2 hours a week with a
knowledgeable teacher. Snacks provided! Come join in on the fun in our
bible study group. Everyone is welcome! Thursdays at 1pm…We enjoy
each other’s company and great conversation.

Bible Trivia: How well do you know your bible?
1-What two body parts did Jesus say it was better to cut off than for the
whole body to go to hell?
2-Which hand-right or left-did Jesus say it was better to do without?

10

3-What was the one reason for divorce cited by Jesus?
4-What four things should a person not swear by?
5-Which cheek-right or left-did Jesus mention being slapped before a
person offers the other?
(For answers to the Bible Trivia, Read Matthew 5)
(Answers are on the last page of the Newsletter)

The Next WELCA meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday June 12th at 1pm. Betty Nevin is hostess.
WELCA would like to thank everyone who donated their used
treasures to the Rummage Sale!
Our grand total was $771.15!

We will be having a meeting on June 23rd after
our worship service to plan the Church Fireworks Event that takes
place July 3rd. Anyone who is interested in helping at the

Fireworks, should attend this meeting. For New Members, St.
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Paul’s lawn, turns into a perfect viewing place to watch the Wright
Twp. Fireworks. It’s a lot of fun! Hope to see you at the meeting!

St. Paul’s along with Making a Difference Ministries
presents

the Mini Christian Concert Series 2019!
David Griffin from Jim Thorpe, PA

will perform June 23rd 2019 at 6:30 pm – 8 pm.
Afterwards will be a meet and greet, and CD signing.

A goodwill offering will be taken. Please bring a friend!

Get your submissions into Kelly by Thursday June 20th, 2019. You
can leave your information in her mailbox, call her at the office
or email her at info@stpaulsmttop.com

THRIVENT ACTION TEAMS
Thrivent is a membership organization of Christians who want to be
wise with money and live generously. Members are individuals who
have invested in Thrivent's various financial products.
There are various benefits as a Thrivent member. One particular
program involves Thrivent Action teams. Twice a year, members can
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apply for a $250 grant to get a fundraiser, educational program or
service project off the ground.
For those who are not invested in a Thrivent products are invited to
consider an associate membership for $20 per year. In return you are
allowed to apply for ONE project per year for up to three years. Your
$20 investment on behalf of the church would provide you with the
opportunity to underwrite a church project for $250!
Would you like to learn more? Are you already a Thrivent member?
How can you get involved? And if you aren't a member of Thrivent,
would you consider investing on behalf of St. Paul’s? Where does your
passion lie? What a wonderful way to support various ministries within
the church! Are you interested in learning more as to how you can help
St. Paul’s and “seed” new or existing projects? Contact Pastor for more
info.

ALUMINUM CANS
Be contentious about the environment and make a positive

impact by saving your aluminum cans. Aluminum cans can be
deposited in the bin behind the church. Monies collected from the
sale of the cans support our missionary in Tanzania.

YARN SPINNERS

We are currently working on lap robes for St. Luke’s
Marjorie Lou Anthony will take them over to St. Luke’s for
distribution. We will continue to work on the prayer
shawls and baptismal blankets for Pastor.

A Note to the Yard Spinners:
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COFFEE CANS FLOWERS Please save your green plastic
coffee cans (leave labels on) as we need these for the flowers that
we use to take to the shut-ins. Please bring into the church.

BOARD GAME DAY Every third Wednesday, at 1:00
pm. at the church will be board game day. Please bring your
favorite game and a snack to share. Come on out and have some
fun.

ST. PAUL’S HOAGIE GANG
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THE HOAGIE GROUP NEEDS NEW VOLUNTEERS! IF YOU CAN
HELP, PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH SECRETARY FOR MORE
INFORMATION 570-474-6616. MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT
WORK!
Sign up for DELICIOUS hoagies! Watch for the sign-up sheet on the
narthex bulletin board. All orders must be in by the previous
Sunday, which in this case will be, Sunday, June 16th with a pick
up date of June 20th 2019. The costs of the hoagies are $4.00
each. The sign-up sheet is on the narthex bulletin board. Thank
YOU! All monies earned go to benefit the church. They’re
available the 3rd Thursday of each month except December.

MaineSource Giveback Program
The MaineSource GiveBack Program is a unique way of giving
back to the community. It is a free year-round fundraising
program with no selling involved. With the Giveback rewards
program, members of the church raise money just shopping with
us. Every 6 months, we’ll receive a check based on how much
our members collectively spent at MaineSource. It’s that easy.
Just do your regular shopping with MaineSource, and the church
will earn 5% of that back. Just shop with MaineSource, and the
church will reap the benefits.
Any time a member of the church swipes their GiveBack card,
those purchases will count towards our church’s cumulative
total. Every purchase you make, from meat to produce and
everything in between, counts towards our rebate. Pick up a
form and return it to the church today. This past month we
received a check for over $200! Thank you!
(Forms are on the table in the Narthex)
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FOOD BANK

Please remember that the first Sunday of each month has been
declared “FOOD BANK DAY” and we ask that members remember those
less fortunate by bringing non-perishable food items in order to keep up
with the demand for food. OTHER ITEMS THEY CURRENTLY NEED ARE:
Coffee, Peanut Butter, jelly, ketchup, dry soup, pudding, Jell-O mixes,
popcorn, pork & beans, canned tomatoes, canned soup, mustard,
mayonnaise, tuna, macaroni & cheese, pasta (ex. spaghetti), peas,
canned pasta, and noodles, beets, boxed brownies, and cake mixes

A reminder we’d like your loose change!
Clean out your pockets and check under your car
seats! Please donate your loose change for our
Sunday school.

SICK OR IN THE HOSPITAL?
WOULD YOU LIKE A VISIT FROM PASTOR?

If you are in the hospital, please let us know. We care about
you, and we would like to pray for you. If you would like Pastor to
make a visit for any particular reason, please contact Pastor
directly or leave a message with the church secretary and Pastor
will contact you to schedule a time. YOU ARE IMPORTANT TO US,
but we cannot address what we don’t know.
PRAYERS REQUESTED FOR: PRAYERS REQUESTED FOR: Ben Austin, Ed
Balliet, Georgina Becker, Kari Stewart-Bonczewski, Austin Bowman,
Hank Boyle,Christopher Burge, Kevin Cadwalder, Betty Cauchi, Kim
Collum, Jay Crandall, Claire Daley, Bill Dalon, Harlon Davis, Janice
DeSino, Pauline Dennis, Brianne Dileo, Allen Drum, Carisa Drum, Carol
Duffy, Bob Dunlap, Evelyn Evans, Lynne Fazio, Shirley Fetchko, Robert
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Ganski, Steven Ganski, Eileen Garinger, Robert Gasper, Joshua Hank,
Cassandra Hank, Marie Harding, Shawn Henning, Joyce Hocko, Craig
Jacobs, Gary Keller, Alice Kershinski, Plair Koch, Jeannine Ksiaskiewicz,
Barbara Macko, Amy Maher, Dale and Roseann Major, Wayne Mast,
Shari Meister, James Mendygral, Mary Alice McCloskey, McCale
McQuire, Patty Mellow, Tony Mohl, Roberta and Jim Mohr, Sandy
Morales, Cheryl Myers, Jilie O’Boyle, Tessa Pawlaski, Irene Pritchard,
Andrew Richner, Steven Reeves, Michele Reed, Teresa Renninger, Diane
Rosa, Cathy Ruiter, Pam Sampolski, Dale Scott, Carl Schultz, Joe
Seymour, Stephen Shaffer, Robert F. Shultz, Lisa Slocum, Barrett
Smolenak, Joanne Stevens, Ruth Thomas, Jason Ungarian, Matthew
Walker, Jeanne Wallace, Marion Yuknavich, Loretta Z
IN ADDITION TO THOSE HAVING HEALTH PROBLEMS we ask that you
pray for all the men and women who are serving in the Armed Forces.
Matthew Hewson, Wayne Kaufman, Richard Mester, Patrick Murphy,
Brandon Passman, Anthony Porrecha, Jr., Christian Yurkanin.

A reminder to all our newer families: Please remember to
submit anniversary and a list of birthdays for members of your
family so we as a church family can recognize these special
occasions!

June Birthdays:
Tony Nargoski
Noah Jakubowski
Anna Roskowski
Mark Regulski
Tiffany Becker

1st
2nd
2nd
5th
6th
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Alyssa Davies
Megan Hoops
Allyson LaSorsa
Kim Hollock
Ruth Jakubowski
Noreen Yodoff
Mariann Eyerman
Merilee Wisler
Rose Swerdon
Gemma Smolenak
Donna Gasper
Robert Gasper
Brooke Weiss
Ian Walser
Ted Ollwerther
William Ackerman
Matthew Kaster
Abigail Davis
Brooke Weiss
David Falcheck
Terri Edwards
Elizabeth Handlong
Florence Pedley
Jenna Rose Lines
Ray Eckert

6th
6th
6th
7th
7th
7th
8th
10th
10th
11th
12th
12th
17th
13th
14th
14th
16th
16th
17th
21st
22nd
22nd
22nd
23rd
27th

1st/’07

Alisha & Justin Mirilovich
18

Sue & Mike Henahan
Mark & Sabrina Regulski
Nadene & David Peters
Shai & Jerry Post
Debra & Lawrence Garinger
Sandra & Kirk Hassinger
Kim & Bob Handlong
Lois & Dale Scott
Gerri & Tom Herron
Evelyn & Robert Lloyd
Tracy & Mark Kaster
Joan & Harold Ronan

2nd/’84
2nd/’12
7th/’86
8th/’96
11th/’77
12th/’93
15th/’91
15th/’68
21st/’02
26th/’65
27th/’87
27th/’53

HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED?
Once you're in heaven, do you get stuck wearing the
clothes you were buried in for eternity?
How is it that we put man on the moon before we
figured out it would be a good idea to put wheels on
luggage?
Why is it that people say they "slept like a baby" when
babies wake up like every two hours?

Why are you IN a movie, but you’re ON TV?
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Answers to the Bible Trivia
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Eye and Hand
Right Hand
Sexual Immortality
Heaven, Earth, Jerusalem, Your Head
Left
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