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“ST. PAUL’S IS A FAMILY OF BELIEVERS IN THE GOSPEL OF 
JESUS CHRIST, 

COMMITTED TO THE FULFILLMENT OF THE 
WORD OF GOD” 

 

Church Office: 570-474-6616 

Pastor - Rev. Michele Kaufman 570-881-2371 (Cell) 
Home 570-443-0832  

Email:  kaufman19@verizon.net 
Secretary – Kelly Smolenak Phone: 570-474-6616  

Email: info@stpaulsmttop.com  
Sexton - Ginny Hildebrand 570-788-2751 

 
You can check out St. Paul’s website at stpaulsmttop.com and we are 
on Facebook as well.  Visit us at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Mountain 

Top, PA and keep in touch with upcoming events. 
 

 

http://stpaulsmttop.com/
http://stpaulsmttop.com/
http://stpaulsmttop.com/�
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Worship Services 

8:30 am & 11 am 

Sunday school at 9:30 am 

 

  
Please note this month communion is on: 

February 3rd and 17th 2019 

 
HEALING SERVICE 

Our Monthly Healing Service will be on  
Wednesday, February 6th at 11 am. 

A covered dish luncheon will follow. 
 

*A reminder as you are planning ahead,  
Ash Wednesday services will be scheduled for 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 

p.m. on March 6, 2019. 
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**FIRST HOLY COMMUNION CLASSES 

 

It is that time of year our young people, 2nd grade or older who 
have not received 1st Holy Communion instruction are invited to 
attend classes with Pastor in preparation for receiving their First 

Holy Communion.  This will take place on: 
Thursday, April 18th, 2019 (Holy Thursday). 

Please contact Pastor Kaufman if your child will be attending these 
classes. 

Students are requested to attend Ash Wednesday services on 
Wednesday, March 6th. Class schedule will be set accordingly. 

 
 

OUR NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING: 
Sunday February 10th at 6:30 pm. 

 

BELL CHOIR - Rehearsal for the month of February will 
be the 3rd, 10th, 17th, and 24th 2019 

from 12:15 pm to 1pm 
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      Luke tells us Jesus went  on the Sabbath day to the synagogue. 
He read from the prophet Isaiah where it was written: 
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom 
for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the 
oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
 The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. Then he 
said “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 
     Jesus spoke with authority. There was something about the way he 
presented himself that captured their attention. “All spoke well of him,” 
Luke tells us, “and were amazed at the gracious words that came from 
his lips. But then they began to doubt and question.... ‘Isn’t this Joseph’s 
son?’ The people in his hometown didn’t understand Jesus at all.  
Whatever he was saying, it was not what those folks wanted to hear. 
They were so furious that they rose up and attempted to drive Jesus out 
of the town.  
     Sometimes people are punished, not because they have done 
something wrong, but because they have done something right. We live 
in a world that tends to focus on the negative rather than the positive. 
We prefer to see the glass half empty rather than seeing it half full. We 
are quick to judge and stuck in our ways. People fail to see the 
possibilities ; in turn rely on what they think they know. One of the 
reasons I like to travel is because  see the world first hand rather than 
relying on the commentary and opinion of others.  
      Corrie ten Boom was one of the saints of the twentieth century. 
Many of you know her story from her book, The Hiding Place. Corrie 
could have had a comfortable life if she had chosen to cater to the 
biases of her time. Instead, Corrie decided to do what she believed 
Jesus was telling her to do, and because of that decision, she was 
thrown into the dread Ravensbruck Concentration Camp north of Berlin 
during World War II . . . where living conditions were horrendous. 
     What was her crime that caused her to end up in this terrible place? 
Did she steal? Did she kill? Did she commit adultery? No, her crime was 
helping Jews escape from the Nazis. Corrie was a Christian lady who, 
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along with her father and other family members, helped many Jews 
escape the Holocaust by hiding them in their homes. And many of these 
Christian people, including Corrie, paid a terrible price. Before the war 
ended, ninety-six thousand women died there at Ravensbruck. We’re 
told that the smoke from the crematorium was like a black haze over 
the camp. Every day 700 women died or were killed. Corrie’s beloved 
sister, Betsie, became an old woman in Ravensbruck right before 
Corrie’s eyes and slowly starved to death. 
    Here’s what most disheartening. Corrie ten Boom went through the 
closest thing to hell on earth that a human creature can imagine, and it 
was not because she was doing wrong, but because she was doing right! 
     Popularity is never the proper way to judge who is right. The only 
measure that is trustworthy is whether that person reflects the love and 
grace of Jesus Christ. Don’t despair if you get rejected as long as you live 
accordingly and follow C. We need to see the world in the midst of all its 
wonder and beauty as well as acknowledge our failures and 
shortcomings. As Xiasn we should be part of the solution, not part of the 
problem. The people in Nazareth should have rallied behind J to suggest 
he had come into the world to challenge the ills, but instead they were 
quick to chastise. Are we any different? 
      Putting our political parties aside, we have a gov’t system that 
jeopardized the lives of gov’t workers and their families to further their 
own agendas; we talk about keeping people out rather than fixing a 
broken system that instead could offer opportunity…people are quick to 
make a buck without taking into consideration how they swindle 
honest, hardworking people out of their life savings…. We have become 
so compartmentalized that we overlook the act of compassion for 
responsibility….today we chastise the “Good Samaritan” who stops to 
assist in the midst of the crisis only to have them berated for acting 
without proper authority. It can be something as hurtful as making 
judgment based on skin color or language or as innocent as a 2nd grader 
who offers a friend a valentine, who is then ridiculed by the teacher for 
inappropriate behavior as she watches the teacher tear up the 
valentine…..really….have we come so far and learned nothing?  
      Here 's what we need to know: persistence will eventually conquer 
resistance. Ask anyone who has made it through a heartbreaking 
experience, and they will tell you that, if you hang in there long enough, 
the sun will shine again. We can’t give up. despite the growing 
animosity and wariness of the world we have to continue to do what’s 
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right in the eyes of G. We can't give in to the ways of the world. As 
Christians we must stand our ground, encourage one another to do 
what we know is right in our hearts. We must set an example and 
continue in all we do to exemplify those qualities and moral values that 
set us apart from the ways of the world: honesty, truthfulness, 
compassion, and action. 
 
 

  The 2019 Envelopes are in the narthex or in your 
mailbox. Giving statements for 2018 are being prepared. If you 

have any questions, please contact Pastor Kaufman or Beth 
Eckert. 

 
 
 

 
 

Movie night is scheduled for Monday, February 11th at 6:30!  
Remember to Bring a friend! Our movie this month will be 

“Let There Be Light!” 

For all his far-reaching fame, Sol Harkens, the world's most famous 

atheist, is a lonely soul and a lousy part-time dad. After a near death 

experience challenges his simplest assumptions about this world, Sol 

finds his purpose and re-imagines his life, in a film that will make you 

laugh and cry and want to stand up and cheer. 
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Outspoken atheist Dr. Sol Harkens is having a debate with a Christian 

leader. After Harkens is considered to have won the debate, he 

attends a party for his book. He double fists cocktails while trying to 

get his girlfriend to come home with him that night; she refuses. 

Disappointed, Harken’s heads home in a drunken haze to sleep it off. 

On the way home, his publicist calls him to arrange more parties to 

increase his exposure. Since he was already drunk after leaving his 

party and continues to drink on the way home, he veers off and 

crashes into a construction site. 

The Next WELCA MEETING is scheduled 
for Wednesday February 13th at 1pm. Please bring scissors. 

Margie Lou Anthony is hostess. 
 

 

A Valentine Social is scheduled for Saturday, 
February, 16th. The evening festivities will begin at 6:00 p.m. 

Italian fare is on the menu. Cost: $10 per person. There will be a 
sign- up sheet in the Narthex. We had a wonderful time last year. 
We ask everyone coming to bring along an appetizer or dessert. 
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PARENT APPRECIATION DINNER 
Sunday, February 24th, Our tradition continues, all youth 

members are invited to arrive at the church at 4:00 p.m. to 
prepare dinner for their family. Parents are asked to arrive 
for dinner at 6:00 p.m. The kids always do a wonderful job. 

Hope to see you there! 
 

 COME ONE COME ALL! 
We are planning a Pajama Party on Friday, March 1st for all 
youth members. The fun will begin at 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
with games activities  and pizza! Come in your jammies and 
bring along your favorite blanket and pillow!  
 
 

 
 

ST. PAUL’S FLEA MARKET, WILL BE HELD ON 
SATURDAY March 2nd, FROM 8 AM -1 PM.  Set up is Friday 
March 1st , after 1 pm, and 7-8 am again on Saturday the 2nd.  The 
proceeds are being donated to ELCA World Hunger.  The fee is 
$15 per table, or 2 for $20. For more information, please contact 

Lois Scott 570-239-7421. 
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TAKE AND BAKE PIZZA SALE  

A Pizza sale in conjunction with the Flea Market will take place 
on Saturday March 2, from 8-1 pm. Cheese pizzas are $10. 

Pizzas with toppings are $12. Topping choices are:  pepperoni, 
mushroom & onion, white with garlic, and sausage.  On Friday, 

March 1, WE WILL NEED HELP ASSEMBLING THE 
PIZZAS beginning at 5:30 pm, Friday night pick up will be 

available from 7-8 pm.  An order form is in the Narthex. Any 
questions, please contact Karen Weiss. 

 

Don't forget to support World Hunger by 
collecting your loose change and depositing it in your 

barn.....Missing yours? You'll find additional barns in the narthex. 
Your gifts to God’s Global Barnyard support the sustainable 

development ministries of ELCA World Hunger, which include 
training, education, resources (and much more) to help the 

community care for animals and create new market opportunities 
like starting a small business selling eggs, meat or dairy products. 
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Your gifts support this comprehensive approach to animal 
husbandry. We will continue to collect through February......... 

 

SPOONS FOR VETS! 
The Valor Clinic is seeking metal spoons for homeless 

VETS, if you have any to donate, please place them in the 
bin in the Narthex. You can also donate money and 

Florence Drum will purchase spoons for you. Thank you in 
advance! 

 
Who ever thought Bible Study 
could be fun??? 
      
 
 
 

This is Bible Study like you’ve never experienced!  No 
homework, no tests, no previous knowledge. Have some fun 

with learning; only 2 hours a week with a knowledgeable 
teacher. Snacks provided!  Come join in on the fun in our bible 

study group. Everyone is welcome! Thursdays at 1pm…We 
enjoy each other’s company and great conversation. 

 
Bible Trivia: How well do you know your bible 
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1-What descended on Jesus like a dove at his baptism? 
2-How many days and nights did Jesus fast in the wilderness? 
3-What did Satan want Jesus to turn the stones into during the 
temptation? 
4-Jesus responded to Satan and said that man does not only live on 
bread but on what? 
5-During the temptations, Satan took Jesus to the highest point of 
what structure? 
 

(For answers to the Bible Trivia, Read Matthew 4) 
 

(Answers are on the last page of the Newsletter) 

 
Ignite, Curate, Practice 

By Mary E. Hess January 8, 2019 

I’m a religious educator—I have been for more than 30 years—and 
so I tend to think in terms of memory cues. In a Christian context, 
that often means thinking in threes: the three persons of the Trinity, 
the three days of the Triduum (Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection), 
even the three days Jonah spent in the belly of the whale! 

There is so much change happening in the world around us, so 
much that is uncertain, so much that provokes conflict and 
disagreement. Religious education in such spaces has to be a 
dynamic ever-evolving process. There is no one curriculum, or 
even one clear recipe, for how to proceed. Instead, I name three 
tasks for my students as they ponder what it means to nurture 
Christian faith as a pastoral leader. 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/author/mary-e-hess/
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The first task is “to ignite.” Christian education, indeed religious 
education regardless of the community of faith, is a process of 
igniting curiosity and wonder. There will be no learning that lasts 
unless the people involved have questions. How can we speak of 
God in a world that is in so much anguish? Why does God hate 
certain groups of people? How can worshiping God feel so boring? 
I hope you can already see that there are many different responses 
to these questions—I believe, for instance, that God does not hate 
anyone, let alone specific groups of people. 

Yet these questions are very real for people growing up in the U.S., 
or even coming to the U.S. from other contexts, because they are 
provoked by the representations of religion that abound in popular 
culture. Before someone ever enters one of my classes, or walks 
through the door of a church, they have been immersed in religious 
education. Much of what we do in this era is to challenge the 
misconceptions of such learning, the false stories that float around 
us, and invite people into deeper wonder about the world in which 
God continues to reveal God’s self. 

We, pastoral leaders, must practice our faith and, along the way, 
learn through our questions, our confusions, our missteps and our 
failures. In doing so we can delight in the love and hope that God 
plants deeply in our lives, if we but listen. 

The second task is “to curate” authentic and appropriate resources 
for responding to that curiosity. As a seminary professor, I am 
surrounded by colleagues whose scholarship is both deep and 
wide. They are a constant and continual source of wisdom for such 
questions. Many people outside of seminary, however, have no 
idea where to find such wisdom, or how to evaluate the various 
kinds of information that are available on the internet. A large part 
of the task of religious education these days is curating resources 
that are well fitted to specific contexts. 

The third and final task of this triad is “to practice,” because deep 
learning demands embodied practice. Helping parents recognize 
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that they are the primary source of faith formation for their 
children, for instance, can mean helping them learn basic prayers 
for meals or the art of offering a blessing at bedtime. Supporting 
adults, indeed supporting entire congregations, in discerning how 
God is calling them into the world, or what it means to have 
spirited Christian faith in a world of many vibrant faiths, or how 
following Jesus is a path through brokenness and sorrow to life and 
healing—these are practices that demand a profound willingness to 
listen deeply. They are also an invitation to do justice, to love 
kindness, to walk humbly with our God who meets us in our pain. 

We, pastoral leaders, must practice our faith and, along the way, 
learn through our questions, our confusions, our missteps and our 
failures. In doing so we can delight in the love and hope that God 
plants deeply in our lives, if we but listen. 

All of my research is focused on these three tasks, particularly 
seeking to understand how they can unfold in generative and 
resourceful ways in the midst of digital media. Many people have 
created wonderful spaces for supporting precisely this kind of 
religious education. Check out Lifelong Faith, Enter the Bible, 
Practicing our Faith, Storypath and Storying Faith. 

There is no room in this short reflection to share any of the other 
triads with which I work in depth, but I will close by noting that 
digital cultural spaces are dramatically shifting how we understand 
authority, what we mean when we talk about authenticity and how 
we experience agency—both our own and God’s. Until and unless 
religious communities take these shifts seriously, we will continue 
to miss out on all of the ways in which God continues to reveal 
God’s self in the world and draws us into relationship with God, 
with each other, indeed with all of creation. 

 
January 2018 Church Council Highlights 

The Council Voted to reelect the current Church Officers for 2019.  

http://lifelongfaith.com/curated-resources.html
http://enterthebible.org/
http://practicingourfaith.org)/
http://storypath.upsem.edu/
http://storyingfaith.org/
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They are: 
Kim Shuler – Secretary 

John Hoovler – Financial  
Joel Weiss – Vice President 

Jim Doxsey – President 
  

-Jane Evans reviewed the 2018 Finances. It was a good year 
financially, as our income exceeded budget and out expenses 
were less than budgeted. We appreciate the dedication of our 

members for continuing your generous offering donations. 
-Problems in the Nursery Classroom were repaired in December. 
Additional heating system problems have now been identified in 

the Playschool Classroom, adjacent to the kitchen, and parts have 
been ordered. 

-Other electrical problems (lighting and faulty outlets) were 
identified in the Nursery, Hallway and Sexton closet. (They were 

all corrected on Monday). 
-Schyler will lead an effort, assisted by several church members, 

to organize the cluttered mess in the storage room. (This was 
completed on Monday, and the room has now been divided into 

an Administrative and Sunday School Supply Room and a separate 
Choir/Music Supply Room. The Piano has been moved to 

Fellowship Hall, and will be used for Junior Choir practices.  Please 
check the awesome results and thank Schyler and his team). 

 

Future Council Meeting for 2019 will be held on the following 
dates: 

February 10 
March 10 
April 14 
May 19 
June 9 

August 11 
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September 8 
October 13 

November 11 
December 15 

All members are welcome to attend any Church Council meetings. 
We look forward to hearing your questions, feedback or concerns 

during our meetings or at any time. 
                   Submitted by Jim Doxsey, Church Council  President 
 

DO YOU WANT TO RECEIVE OUR MONTHLY 
NEWLETTER VIA EMAIL?  We are in the process of trying to 
update our email addresses. If you want to continue or start 
receiving our monthly Newsletters, Please add your name and 
email address to the Signup sheet in the Narthex or email us at 
info@stpaulsmttop.com   
 

 
DO YOU HAVE A SPECIAL EVENT or 
SOMEONE YOU WISH TO HONOR? 
February 3rd             Margie Lou Anthony 
February 10th                 Lois Scott 
February 17th                 no flowers 
February 24th                 Fred Gray 
 

THE NEW CHART IS UP FOR 2019! There are many dates available to 
sponsor Altar Flowers, Bulletins and the Newsletter for 2018.  
Charts/sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board.  Why not honor a loved 
one or a significant occasion by sponsoring these items? 

Flowers:  $32/week Bulletins:  $10/week 
 
 
 

mailto:info@stpaulsmttop.com
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We are currently updating 
the various participant 
lists. Have you ever 
considered serving as an 
usher, greeter, reader, 

deacon, acolyte or a counter? If you would like to volunteer, what 
service works better for you? If there are any special requests as to 
when you want to volunteer? You can email me or just leave me a 
note in the Secretary mailbox. Email address is 
info@stpaulsmttop.com   
 

Get your February Newsletter submissions 
into Kelly NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 18th! Please leave 
your submissions in her mailbox, call her at 570-474-6616 
or email her at info@stpaulsmttop.com 
                
 
 

 YARN SPINNERS 
We will continue to work on the prayer shawls 
and baptismal blankets for Pastor.  Thank you to 

all.  
 
 

mailto:info@stpaulsmttop.com
mailto:info@stpaulsmttop.com
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           ALUMINUM CAN COLLECTION 
The holidays are coming and we will all be entertaining! 

Keep collecting those aluminum cans! Please remember to deposit 
your aluminum cans in the bin behind the church.  Monies 
collected from the sale of the cans support our missionary in 
Tanzania. 
 
 

 COFFEE CANS FLOWERS Please save your red or green 
plastic coffee cans (leave labels on) as we need these for the 
flowers that we use to take to the shut-ins.  Please bring into the 
church.  
 

BOARD GAME DAY Every third Wednesday, at 
1:00 pm. at the church will be board game day.  Please bring 
your favorite game and a snack to share.  Come on out and 
have some fun.   
 

ST. PAUL’S HOAGIE GANG 
Sign up for DELICIOUS hoagies! Watch for the 
sign-up sheet on the narthex bulletin board. All 

orders must be in by the previous Sunday, which in this case will 
be, Sunday, Feb. 17th with a pick up date of Feb. 21st 2018 at 9:30 
am.  The costs of the hoagies are $4.00 each. *If you want your 
meat and toppings separated, please indicate that on the sign-up 
sheet. All monies earned go to benefit the church. They’re 
available the 3rd Thursday of each month. 
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SICK OR IN THE HOSPITAL? 
WOULD YOU LIKE A VISIT FROM PASTOR? 

      If you are in the hospital, please let us know. We care 
about you, and we would like to pray for you. If you would 
like Pastor to make a visit for any particular reason, please 
contact Pastor directly or leave a message with the church 
secretary and Pastor will contact you to schedule a time. 

YOU ARE IMPORTANT TO US, but we cannot address what 
we don’t know. 

 

FOOD BANK                                      
Please remember that the first Sunday of each month has 

been declared “FOOD BANK DAY” and we ask that members 
remember those less fortunate by bringing non-perishable food 
items in order to keep up with the demand for food. OTHER 
ITEMS THEY CURRENTLY NEED ARE: Coffee, Peanut Butter, jelly, 
ketchup, dry soup, pudding, Jell-O mixes, popcorn, pork & beans, 
canned tomatoes, canned soup, mustard, mayonnaise, tuna, 
macaroni & cheese, pasta (ex. Spaghetti), peas, canned pasta, and 
noodles. 

 
 

A reminder we’d like your loose 
change!  Clean out your pockets and check 
under your car seats! Please donate your 

loose change for our Sunday school. 
 
 
PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR:  Ben Austin,  Kari Stewart-
Bonczewski, Austin Bowman, Sondra Brophy,  Christopher Burge, 
Kevin Cadwalder, Jay Crandall, Claire Daley, Harlon Davis, Janice 
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DeSino,  Pauline Dennis, Brianne Dileo, Carisa Drum, Bob Dunlap, 
Evelyn Evans,  Shirley Fetchko, Steven Ganski, Eileen Garinger, 
Robert Gasper,  Joshua Hank, Cassandra Hank, Marie Harding, 
Shawn Henning, Murray Herr, Joyce Hocko, Craig Jacobs,  Carol 
Johns, Gary Keller, Alice Kershinski, Plair Koch, Janice Krzywicki, 
Jeannine Ksiaskiewicz,   Barbara Macko, Amy Maher, Dale and 
Roseann Major,  Wayne Mast, Shari Meister,  James Mendygral, 
Karolyn Meyer, Mary Alice McCloskey, McCale McQuire, Patty 
Mellow, Roberta and Jim Mohr, Sandy Morales, Cheryl Myers, Jilie 
O’Boyle, Irene Pritchard, Steven Reeves,  Michele Reed,  Teresa 
Renninger, Cathy Ruiter, Dale Scott, Lois Scott, Carl Schultz,  Joe 
Seymour, Stephen Shaffer, Robert F. Shultz, Lisa Slocum,  Ruth 
Thomas,  Jason Ungarian, Joe Veneziale, Matthew Walker, Denise 
Walser, Tanya Reeves-Wendel, Marion Yuknavich, Loretta Z  
 
IN ADDITION TO THOSE HAVING HEALTH PROBLEMS we ask that 
you pray for all the men and women who are serving in the 
Armed Forces. Matthew Hewson, Wayne Kaufman, Richard 
Mester, Patrick Murphy, Brandon Passman, Anthony Porrecha, Jr., 
Christian Yurkanin. 
 
A reminder to all our newer families: Please remember to 
submit anniversary and a list of birthdays for members of 
your family so we as a church family can recognize these 
special occasions! You can put them in the secretary box in the 
narthex or email info@stpaulsmttop.com.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@stpaulsmttop.com
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Helen Price    1st 
Michael Kennelly   2nd 
Joyce Hocko    3rd 
Margie Lou Anthony  4th 
Ted Hollock    6th 
Julie Ann Lawson   6th 
Molly Hyjurick   6th  
Paul Johns    7th 
Kayla Kennelly   7th 
Kelly Kennelly   7th 

Terry Renninger   9th 

Tanyia Reeves-Wendel            10th  
Jon Russell              13th 
Karen Wise              16th 
Etta Devens              17th 
Cindy Moffit              18th 
Sandra Nargoski             23rd 
Annette Weiss             23rd 
Lois Yeager               23rd 
Tyler Johns              26th 
Kyle Hankinson             26th  
Virginia Hildebrand             28th 

 

 

Ruth & James Jakubowski                17th/’51 
Cindy & Brian Moffit                18th/’06 
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Answers to the Bible Trivia 

 
1) The Spirit of God 
2) Forty Days and Nights 
3) Bread 
4) Every word that comes from the mouth of God 
5) The Temple 
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